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FATAL, FOLLIBS: 
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THE HISTORY. 


o F THE 


COUNTESS 0b. STANMORE; + 


MRS. BEAUCHAMP 


"= WP 


| THE COUNTESS OF STANMORE. 


You; certainly, are the moſt. 
cruel creature breathing to a man 
who really adores you. Sir John ab- 
lolutely lives but in your Preſence. 5 
He came here, the other evening, 
when Mr. Beauchamp was dining 
with his old ſurly 0s and 
ot, 1. 8 - was 
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5 FATAL FOLLIES, 
was in the utmoſt agony, becauſe 
he found Lord Lindores ſitting 
rcte- d- tete with you in your dreſſing- 
room. And he has actually deter- 
mined to go directly to Bath, in 
order, if poſſible, to forget you. 
He is conſtantly enumerating the 
many elegant witticiſms which you 


are daily uttering. It is an abſo- 


lute ſhame that you ſhould mono- 
polize the very man that all the 
women, I know, are pulling caps 
for. I heard Lady Mary Pedigree 
and Miſs Wormwood both declare, 

that they thought you threw a 
ee ſpell around the men. Every ele- 
gant | fellow in town, - ſhe obſerved, 
was in your train, but that, cer- 


== tainly, Sir John was by far the 
maoſt accompliſhed man amongſt 


them, and, indeed, ſol think. 


Why 


1 6 


> 
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FATAL FOLLIES 3 


Why ſhould you marry a man of 
fortune, who are in actual poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſo large an income, and 
have a certain proſpect of poſſeſſion 
of one ſtill larger? Certainly you 
and Sir John would make the moſt 
faſnionable pair imaginable: for he 
has none of the old formal anti- 
quated notions of your late Lord; 
who, though he is ſaid to have 
been a very good kind of man, cer- 
tainly was never deſigned for the 
huſband of a woman of your ſpi- 
rit. I ſhall really be very ſorry to 
part with Seabright: Do, order 
him to ſtay here. He will impli- 
citly obey your nod, though he does 
ſay, that you are a tyrant. Do 
you know, that when Mr. Beau- 
champ returned from his brother's 


the other evening, he told me 
B 2 : that 


4 „ 
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1 FAT AL FYOLLIES. 


that your father had offered you to 
Edmund; and that he had refuſed 
you for Miſs Leiceſter. Is not this 
enough to put me out of all pa- 
tience? I told Mr. Beauchamp, 
that it was impoſſible that Mr. 
Oſſory, if he retained his ſenſesg 
could think you would ever con- 
deſcend to marry his ſon: how- 
ever, he {till perſiſted in faying, 
that he had ſeen the letter written 
by your father. Should this ſtory 
ſpread abroad, no man will make 
you an offer of his hand, after the 
ſon of a citizen has rejected yours. 
I would adviſe you to caution Mr. 
Oſſory not to be ſo ready in diſ- 
poſing of you again. I am heartily 
tired of my ſituation, and mean, 
if poſſible, to get a divorce from 
Mr. Beauchamp. I know, my dear 
1 - 5 + a 


TAI nie 3 
La Roche will marry me immedi- 


to ſpeak to him about it this even- 


ing, when he calls here. He is 
gone to dine, and take his leave of 
his friend Seabright. | 


*. 


Adieu! my dear Lady! 


| Yours, | 1 
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6 FATAL FOLLIES, 
SIR JOHN SEABRIGHT 
ro 
C OLONEL LA ROCHE. 
6 letter had its effect, and 


the Lady will be mine, La Roche 
About half an hour after you 


left me, I received a very polite 


card, with the Counteſs of Stan- 
more's compliments, hoping for the 


honour of my company to dinner, 


and, that if I was not better en- 
gaged, J would attend her in the 
evening to the opera. To this 


note I returned anſwer that, I had 


intended ſetting off for Bath early 


been 


— 


in the morning, but that had I 


FATAL FOLLIES 7 
deen half way there, and ſeen her 

Ladyſhip's card, I would have 
turned my horſes immediately to- 

ward town, to have the honour of 
attending her. When I went to 
dinner, I was ſurpriſed to find her 
Ladyſhip en diſbabille. She told me 
that a cold had determined her not 
to go out: I am certain ſhe never 
intended to do ſo. Miſs Leiceſter 
had gone out to dine, and, in the 

courſe of the afternoon, which I did 
not think by any means too long, I 
prevailed on her to promiſe me her 
hand. She would not name the 
happy day. T ſhall not leave her a 
long time for determination. Shou Id 
the affair get wind, and old Of- 
ſory hear of it, ſhe is loſt to me; 
let me but marry her, and he may 
do with her afterwards as he pleaſes. 
| B 4 _ I hall 


B FATAL FOLLIES: 
J fhall ſay, with Sir Jo" Loverule 
in the farce, 4. 5 : 
| But if your Providence divine 
For greater bliſs deſign her, 


Tobey your will at any time 
I'm ready to . ign her. 


Pray give my beſt thanks to Mrs 
B-—-, tell her that the hint of 
being rejected by Edmund was de- 
lightful, and that it has done more 
in my favour than a whole age of 
courtſhip. Lady Stanmore pre- 
ſented me with a diamond ring 
of great value given her by her Lord 
on their marriage. I will, in return, 
| preſent” her with a- plain gold 

one, and that as ſoon as poſlible, 
for I hear Lady Harley is either in 
town or ner expected. 


Vours, | 


J. SEABRIGHT. 


— f 
& 


a 


FP TAL FOLLIFS. 


10 


MRS. BE AU CHAMP. 
[ HAVE written to my father, 
in order to be convinced of the 
truth of the vile falſhood that 
has been told you. Do you think 
it poſſible that Edmund would 
ever reject me? or that Mr. Offory 
could ever be guilty of ſuch an in- 
dignity, as to offer me to him? 
If he did, I will ſhew him that I 
can make a choice of my own, in- 
dependently of him or any one. 
 Tentreat you will dine with me to- 
morrow, as I wiſh to conſult with 
{ B 5 vou 


* ö * 
** 


10 - FATAL FOLLIBS. 
you alone. Sir John did not ſet 
off for Bath you ſee. Iam, with 
beſt compliments to the Colonel, 


w \ © 2 
-- Yours, 
af: -% 
| 85 H. S TAN MORE. 
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THE COUNTESS: OF. STANMORBE 
29 


WILLIAM 0850 RY, Etq 


1 MUST. entreat, Se, that Wu 
will write immediately to Mr. 
George Beauchamp, in order to 
contradict a fal ſhood, which either 
that gentleman or his nephew has 
condeſcended to make with regard 
to me: namely, that you made an 
offer to Mr. Edmund Beauchamp, 
of my hand and fortune. If what 
they ſay is true and impoſſible for 
you to cuntradi&t, I muſt aſſure 
you, Sir, that I am not either to 


be ſold, or given away at the plea- 
B 6 ſure 


12 FATAL TOIII ES. 
ſure of any man. You, Sir, made 
my firſt choice, from which I am 
now releaſed : and, if ever I enter 
again into the marriage-ſtate, my 
own inclinations alone ſhall he 


conſulted. To be refuſed by the 


family of a citizen, is an indignity, 
which, Ithink, you ought to have 
avoided : but having received it, 
you ought now to reſent the an, 
offered to your 


Affection ate daugh ter, 


K. STANMORE, 


by 


FATALTOLLIES. 13 


LADY HARLEY. 
a 


ulss LAURA SEYMOUR. 
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HOPE, my friend, you did 
not think, by my delaying ſo long 
an anſwer to your friendly letter, 
that I heſitated to accept a continu- 
ance of our interrupted correſpon- | 
dence. I aſſure you, that the re- 
| newal of our friendſhip, is to me a 
very great pleaſure. I ſhould have 
written to tell you fo earlier, had 
not been in daily expectation of 
returning to town, which was re- 
tarded ſome days by Lady Lindores's 
illneſs. This was occaſioned by 
EY | 5 the 
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14 _ FATAL FOLEIBS, 
the anxiety of her mind, as ſhe 
had not recieved a line from her 
Lord fince he was informed that 
ſhe had given him a daughter, and 
was in a fair way of doing well. 
The latter part of this news, Iknow, 
you, my dear Laura, will be happy 
to hear, and equally ſorry for the 
unprineipled conduct of Lord Lin- 
dores, who has left a moſt amiable 
and virtuous Lady, to follow Lady 
Stanmore; who, I am hurt at be- 
ing obliged to ſay, is unworthy the 
notice of any man of Red or good- 
neſs. | 

I doubt not but you have heard 
of my newly- acquired couſin, who 
is a moſt amiable girl. Your bro- 
ther ſaw her in a cottage, and tra- 
velled with her from thence to 


Edinburgh. She returns with me 
8 1 to 


4 
a 
570 


FATAL FOLLIES 15 
to town, in order to be preſented to 
her father. My uncle Beauchamp 
had always ſomething. remarkable 
in his character: therefore I do 
not wonder at this marriage of his, 
or of his concealment of it on his 
return to England. | 

You give me great ſatisfaction in 
your information of Edmund's at- 
tachment to Miſs Leiceſter. I do 
not know another woman in the 
world, yourſelf excepted, to whom 
I would with my brother united; 
and I doubt not but Matilda will be 
as happy as ſhe deferves. I have 
often felt for her ſituation, and 
wihed that it had been poſſible 
for me to alleviate her diſtreſſes. 
How ought the world to deſpiſe 
thoſe riches on which they ſet 
ſuch value ! 2 The Counteſs of 
Stanmore 
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16 FATAL FOLLIES, 
Stanmore is a proof to what bad 


ends the greateſt bleſſings may be 
made ſubſervient. She has youth, 
beauty, wit and fortune: yet, with 
all theſe advantages, ſhe cannot 


maintain a reſpectability of cha. 


racter. I am greatly aſtoniſhed at 
her Ladyſnip s admitting even the 
attentions of Sir John Seabright, 
as every one who mentions his 
name, does it with the utmoſt con- 
tempt; giving him the appellation 
of an Iriſs Adventurer. I am told, 
alſo, that one of his aſſociates, and 
particular friends, is the conſtant 
companion of my mother-in-law. 
To this woman I may look as the 
author of all my ſufferings, nor 


will 1 ſuppoſe, that ſhe will go un- 


puniſhed. I do not however, wiſh 


* as mi father would be involved 
| in 


+ 


FATAL FOLLIES 17 
in her diſgrace, and he, poor man, 
has ſufficiently ſuffered for both his 
folly in uniting himſelf to her, and 
being the occaſion of my fatal mar- 
rage with Lord Harley. You men- 
tion your brother, my dear Laura: 
he was ever in poſſeſſion of my ten- 
dereſt eſteem. My gratitude is now 
added for his preſervation of me, 
in the moment of eminent dan- 
ger, and alſo for the reſpect and 
attention he paid to my diſtreſſed 
ſituation. I never again intend to 
enter into the marriage · ſtate: 
if ever J do, Laura, there is ſtill 
a predilection remaining in my 
breaſt in favour of Henry. This, I 
tell you in confidence; and depend f 
on your friendſhip for ſecrecy. El- 
mira is, at this moment, divided be- 
tween j joy, at the diſcovery of her 

father, 


48 FATAL-FOLLIES. 


father, and an apprehenſion that 


he will not give his conſent to her 


attention to her in an orphan 
ſtate, deſerves, and receives in re- 
turn, her tendereſt affections. I en- 
deavour to quiet her apprehenſions, 
by telling her, that to my certain 
knowledge, my uncle was never in 


indulgent to all her wiſhes. Mr, 
Graham, too, who is the moſt ac- 
compliſhed gentleman Lever knew, 
entreated my interceſſion, which! 
very chearfully promiſed. We all 


Tet off for town to-morrow, accom · 
panied by Lady Lindores, for whom 


my heart is deeply intereſted. Ho- 
noria begs to be aſſured by a line, 


when ſhe arrives in town, that (hc 
3" 3 2 15 
A 


union with Mr. Graham, whoſe 


his life guilty of an act of injuſtice, 
and that his daughter will find him 


* 


FATAL FOLLIES. 19 
is not totally forgotten. You know 
not the many obligations I am un- 
der to my ſiſter, for, I actually be- 
lieve, I ſhould have ſunk under 
my misfortunes, had not her 
friendly hand. helped to ſupport 
me. I ſhall expect to meet you at 
my houſe in Portman-ſ{quare, on 
Sunday evening, as I expect to 
reach town on that day to dinner. 
Accept my ſincereſt thanks for your 
very friendly letter, and believe me, 


Your-affe&tionate fr tend, | 


CONSTANTIA HARLEY. 


20 FATAL FOLL!#s, 


EDMUND BEAUCHA MP, Eg, 
ro 


MISS LEICESTER. 


You muſt forgive me when 
again renew my ſolicitations, ſanc- | 
tioned, as they are at preſent, by 
the approbation of my father and 
uncle, It was impoſſible for me to 
reſiſt making another effort toward 
the attachment of your hand. You 
always expreſſed a friendſhip for 
me; and, do not aecuſe me of at- 
rogance, if I declare, that I have 
interpreted your attentions to me 
on many occaſions into a tenderer : 
ſentiments If I have been mil- | 


FATAL FOLLIES, 27 
taken, you muſt recollect the words 


« What we wiſh we eaſily believe 
When, on my return from the 
Continent, I found Lord Stan- 
more's houſe in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, and yourſelf much agitated, 
[thought that you received me, 
and welcomed me back to my native 
and with more ſenſibility than was 
due to mere friendſhip, and I re- 
ceived, from that idea only, con- 
ſolation for the loſs of a dear and 
amiable friend. Think, my charm- 
ing woman, what felicity is in 
jour power to beſtow. Yet, I 
would not be indebted to your pity 
tor what only your entire affection 
could make valuable. Of marri- 
ages of intereſt, we have each ſeen” 
n : _ dreadful. 


earn 

dreadful proofs: every hour you 
remain under the roof of Lady 
Stanmore, I feel the utmoſt agita. 
tion. Her character is daily on the 
decline, as ſhe, each day, renders 
herſelf more deteſtable in the eyes 


of every perſon who is witneſs of 


her conduct. Nothing but the 
elegance and the purity of your 
own mind, could have pteſerved 


your fame uncontaminated by the 


breath of ſlander: then, fly di. 
rectly from a place which mult 


have long become hateful to you; | 


and take refuge, until you ſhall 
chuſe to bleſs me with your hand, 


in the houſe of Lady Harley, who 


is this evening expected in town. 
J have particular reaſons for de- 


firing that you will quit the houſe | 


of Lady Stanmore, Mr, Beau- 
£7 Þ { 


FATAL FOLLIES 23 
champ deſires me to tell you, that 
you are ſecure. in his eſteem, for 
your generous friendſhip and pro- 
tection of his daughter; and, that 
he requeſts you will go along with 
him in order to preſent him to 
Elmira. The chariot will call for 
you at fix. | My uncle deſires me 
not to be jealous ; and, to tell you, 
that you mav lafely | traſt yourſelf 
with an old man. The kindneſs 
ſewn to me by him, on this occa- 
ſon, where my heart is ſo materi- 
ally concerned, is far beyond any 
deſcription. Give me only one line 
in anſwer to this, ſay, I may hope. 
Iwill for ever bleſs the hand that 
wrote the glad tidings, and ever 
remain | 


Her's moſt affectionately, _ 


- EDMUND BEAUCHAMPDP. 


2 


24 FATAL FOQLLIES,, 


SIX JOHN SEABRIGHT 


10 5 


3 


COLONEL LA ROCHE. 


© tat nb my. liar 
fellow, to Mrs. Beauchamp and 
yourſelf, for the aſſiſtance you gare 
me laſt night. I wait with the 
utmoſt impatience for to-morrow 
morning, and then, every ſucceed- 
ing one will be 8 indifferent 
to me. | 


—_ as a B ] i ©, ev as 


And what remains of life for me, / 
III paſs in ſober eaſe; | 
Half pleaſed, contented will I be, 
Content but half to pleaſe, 


Mrs. Beauchamp will bot fall 
to ſpend this day in Groſvenor 
5 —_— Square, 


FATAL FOLLIES. 2 
Square. That impertinent toad- 
eater dines with Lady Harley. 1 
deteſt that name as well as fear it. 
i know how capricious women are, 
| eſpecially my adorable Counteſs. 
If ſhe were to fappoſe that I am 
not abſolutely dying for her, and 
all the female ſex expiring for me, 
ſhe would not care fixponce for 
your friend, | SIR 


J. AE AB RIGHT. 
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MISS LEICESTER 
. A: 3 | 


| EDMUND „Etch El 
' OUR Sor came in a 10 
a eee for I had, juſt 
before, been inſulted by Lady 
Stanmore in a manner too groſs to 
be related. I was extremely happy 
to find I had yet friends who eſ- 
teemed me well enough to wiſh to 
remove me from a houſe in which 
it was impoſlible for me to reſide 
| any longer. Fr 
Your affection for me 1 do not 
in the leaſt doubt. It claims my 
utmoſt gratitude, and, had our 
26S for- 


* 
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| fortunes been equal, I dare to ac- 


knowledge, that in tender ſenti- 
ments there would have been no 
diſparity between us. For your 
father and uncle's good opinion I 
am alſo grateful. Pray aſſure them, 
that each moment of my future 
life ſhall be ſpent in endeavours to 


deſerve their goodneſs. The in- 


| ſufficiency of affluence for the at- 


tainment of happineſs, 1t 1s true, 
we. are witneſfes of, in Lady Stan- 


more: who is not happy, and has 


rendered every one, who is nearly 


connected wit her, almoſt as mi- 


ſerable as ſhe is herſelf. I ſhall 


_ endeavour to attend your uncle 
this evening to. Portman Square, | 
and, to-morrow, I ſhall remove en- 
tirely to Lady Harley's. I have 
communicated my ſentiments * 
I C 2 Lady 
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Lady Stanmore, who, I believe, is 


happy to part with me on any pre- 
_ tence. Sir John Seabright is 
ſicarcely ever abſent. He has been 
here for theſe laſt two days, atten- 


ded by men, whom I believe to be 


lawyers, for as I paſſed through 
the drawing-room, they were 
reading over ſome ' parchments: - 
ſurely Lady Stanmore. is not ſo 


mad as to marry this monſter. It 


J thought this poſſible, although 
the has treated me in the vileſt 
manner, I would fend expreſs for 
Mr. Offory, whoſe heart would be 


broken at her taking ſuch a ſtep. 


I with you would enquire of your 
mother-in-law, who is in all Lady 
Stanmore's ſecrets: perhaps the 
might tell you, and I ſhould be 


| the means of faving this inconſi- 
ISA | derate 


FATAL FOLLIE%S 29 
lerate creature from ruin. I am 


greatly out of ſpirits this afternoon. 
Pray, are not you to be of the 
party at Lady Harley's ? Llentreaf 


that you will, as I can then ſpeak 
to you on the ſubject of which I 


have juſt been writing. Lord Lin- 
dores and Lady Stanmore have had 
a violent quarrel, and I heard him 


lay, with a dreadful oath, that ſhe 


deferyed, to be treated ill, and he 
boped ſhe would meet with no 


more ſuch fools as himſelf. 1 hope 
Y he is convinced of the: i impropriety 


of his conduct, and that he will 


make all the repara tion in bis 


power to Lady Lindores, who will 
not accuſe, but par don him. 


A violent rap at: the ſtreet door 
obliges me to lay down my pen for 


2 few moments. Mrs. Beauchamp 
*O 3 8 and 
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and Colonel La Roche in a hack. 
ney coach—what can it mean! The 
coachman 1s ſcolding in the hall 
about his fare, and ſays that they 
were driven in diſgrace from the 
houſe from which he had brought 
them. The footman, he fays, 
told him ſo. They are all ſhut 
up together in the drawing- room. 
I wiſh I was once out of the fa- 
mily, for I am terrified at every 
noiſe I hear, fearing Lady Stan- 
more will inſult me a ſecond time, 
—Adieu. Don't forget to call at 
your ſiſter" J if your « 4 not 8⁰ with 
Us. 
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GEORGE BEAUCHAMP, EA. 


| 170 


Py 
* N 
FP ; 


WILLIAM OSSORY, Eſq. , 


A 7 Wells⸗treer 
ob R offer of an alliance, my 
good old friend, between the 

Counteſs of Stanmore, your daugh- 
ter, and my nephew, Edmund 

Beauchamp, notwithſtanding the 
great diſparity of their fortunes, 
is pleaſing to me, as it is a mark of 
your friendſhip ; and alſo, becauſe 

I think that By departing from 

| Jour former principle of being ſtu- 
dious, above all things, of tranſ- 

mitting to your poſterity,” together 
with a vaſt fortune, the advantages 
of rank and title, you will b | 
ot con- 
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conſult your daughter's Happineſs 
and in hers your own. I do not, 
by this obſervation, mean to caſt | 
any reflections on the late Earl of 
Stanmore, whoſe early death I la- 
ment, and whoſe memory I greatly 
honour : but, among our young 
nobility, there is very great odds 
. againſt your meeting with ſuch a 

ſon-in-law : : fo upright in his in, 
tentions, ſo unaſſuming i in his man- 
ners, and ſo faithful in the dif- 

charge of all the duties of private 
life. The happineſs of your child 
is a nearer object to your heart 
than vain titles: and this you will 

beſt confult by gently leading, not 
by controlling her choice. As, on 
the one hand, I would not tyran- 
nize over her affections, ſo on the 


other 1 would not leave her ex- 
poked 
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tender to her favour. This is, in 
fact, the conduct you prudently 


obſerve. As her heart muſt be as 
jet diſengaged, you permit and en- 
courage a gentleman to become a 
canditate for her good graces, who 
is worthy, in your opinian, of her 


affections, and who poſſeſſes merit 


to engage them. But, were theſe 
pre- engaged, and fixed on a worthy: 
object, you would not ſtudy to diſ- 


ter them lightly from one to ano- 


ther. No! the affections are not 


to be trifled with: a ſincere mind, 
does not eaſily forget firſt im- 
preſſions: and life. is too ſhort to 
truſt for happineſs to the uncertain 
effects of time, and the influence 


| Gi new connections. Upon the 
| 707k : CT. ſame 


engage them, or attempt to tranſ- 


a" 


* * - 
2 > 
5 
— 
* * * 
. X a a L 
5 * * 4 4 4 
” 7 1 * 
. * * - , " a Y a 
p . * _ — - . RY — — . . . a —— Were 9 a — * — > — - 
2 E * 4 2 — —_— 3 — 1 . 
. 4 F " 6 8 nt fs . * . * * a wet * a 2 : b 2 75 = 8 T A * . r * A 

bt b as AW r 1 * ; v _— o - : ; „ 2 —— * 

— 7 D = - . b - — 4 2 — r 7 9 8 . 1 _ o » FED — 5 N 4 i Sho of * Ee N n r * 

r e 23 r Erie: 8 ; : DO A ORE ESSE ES —— * * EN >a TM 
ky y . . by dr » 2 Pay > 5 ne: 4 « - * 2 þ ' ZE 5 7 A ba 

* — F es, fan 1 2 oy we * * * Ot 1 I. ; 12 1 — es, © br AC ens —_— 8 r 22 8 7 . p * 1 n . 1 ** , = ” + wy 

ow = = * = wm 4 2 *' . Ky 2 ow i = Ro ER * * — E d - 8 1 * — = bes n boys » of 
- —— * * 2 4 . 1 = p _——_—— \ wan - 3 Ein > ES — — mY; = — N — = n — — 22 X 3 8 * 8 = 
dad _— == : | m : : ® TE SENS 7 DEE FED ca Sr nt; 5 === _— 


FC ” 000 moet > <4, 
ys ww on} 7 — 


2 
—— 


— 
e e ee e ee e 


— — — — ny — 4 - -— 1 Me. 4 — Sao - — 5 * — 
2 - 2 * 8 — 1 924 wo . ” * - . 
— = n De : r , 


* i — 3 & * 2 IND q * 
ON pI I 


34 rATALTOLLIESõ. 


ſame juſt and liberal principles, 
Sir, I act, both with regard to the 
Counteſs of Stanmore, and Mr. 
Edmund Beauchamp, when I de- 


cline to urge his endeavours to 


obtain the honour to which you | 
generouſly encourage him to aſ- 
pire. In ſhort, Sir, Edmund's 


heart, I find, is fixed on a very 


amiable object, and it would be 
tampering too much with the 


happineſs of both parties, to for- 
ward an union between them in 


theſe circumſtances. Perhaps I may 


wiſh that his a ffections were free: 
but as the caſe is let him play the fool, 


rather than break his heart. Well, 


my friend, there is a time of life 


when all the important buſineſs of 
love is conſidered as a very fooliſh. 
8 * and called with great ſtern- 


1 neſs 
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neſs to the bar of reaſon. We old 
fellows are generally for ſquaring 
all the actions of young people by 
the rules of diſcretion, without 
making allowance for the ſtrength 
of paſſion. But what appears to be 
the fooliſhneſs of man is, in reality, 
the wiſdom of Providence, which 
re- unites theſcattered branches of 
the family of mankind, by means 
the moſt generous, for purpoſes the : 
moſt ſalutary and noble. Vou 
have, on different occaſions, ex- 
preſſed a curioſity to know the hi- 
ſtory of my heart with regard to the 
moſt ardent feelings of nature. A 


moſt unexpected diſcovery, which 


has almoſt overwhelmed me with a 
thouſand tender ſentiments, con- 


ſpires with the offer you have made 
of a an alliance with my family, to 
We C 6 .- . . raul 


- 
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rouſe me from the ſitence and re- 


ſerve which I have hitherto obſerved 

on that ſubject. You will be ſur- 
pPriſed. when Itell you that Elmira, 
who vas diſcovered in a ſequeſtered 


vale amidſt the mountains of Scot. 
Aland, is the daughter of your oll 
friend George Beauchamp; the 


legitimate offspring of an honour- 


able and pure connection with a 
lady of high deſcent in Hindoſtan. 


With all that ſne knows, and has 
faithfully related of herſelf, you 


are, I underſtand, already acquaint- 


ed, I have only therefore to give 
you ſome account of my adventures 
before I was united with her mo- 
ther, and what befel me after the 


calls of honour and the fortune of 
war deprived me for ever of her 
= _— * if I can 


+ 0 : poſſibly 


8 wok das 
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poſſibly ſpare time in the evening, 
for here comes Elmira, with Miſs 
Leiceſter, to carry me to e | 


Harley's to dinner— + 
Well! .I have torn mytelf fonink 


| the moſt divine company, Lady 
. Harley, Miſs Leiceſter, and El- 


mira, in order to fulfil my pro- 
miſe—I believe I am right in my 


conjecture, that you have always 
ſuſpected me of great inſenſibility to 


female attractions. The fact, how- 
ever, is quite otherwiſe. My * 
ther intended me for the law, a 
raſcally ſtudy, for there is ſome» 
thing in it that tends to inſinuate 
diſtin tions without differences, and 
ideas of chicane and deceit into the 
moſt candid minds. It was now 
about a year ſince I parted with 
Jou, and my other. friends, at 


Chriſt Church. I ſat moping amidſt 
g large 
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large follies. But there | was 2 
young lady, who lived oppoſite to 
our houſe in Great Ormond-ſtreet, 
who' entirely baniſhed from my 
head Coke and Littleton, with all 
the formularies of the law, and open. 
ed my mind to the views of gal. 
lantry and honour. She was the 
daughter of a Serjeant at Law, of 
conſiderable reputation in his pro- 
feſſion: but, being one of not 
fewer than ſix ſiſters, her beauty 
and accompliſhments were almoſt 
her only fortune. Theſe, in 
certain ſituations, and certain 
times, would ſecure, to ſo charm- 
ing a girl, an advantageous con- 
nection; but it was not a matter 
of certainty that they would 
produce o deſirable an effect 


in - thele times, in this nation; 
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and, above all, in London, where 
temptations to looſe and impure 
indulgencies, defraud many an 


amiable and virtuous maiden of 


that attention and reſpect which 


are due to her virtues. The pa- 


rent of the damſel that fired all 
my ſoul, whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh 


by the name of Roſalinda, reflect- 
ing on theſe circumſtances, deter- 


mined to ſend two of his daughters, 


the moſt beautiful of a very beauti- 
ful family, under the protection of a 
centleman in the Company's ſer- 
vice, who was his near relation, 


and the maſter of a family in the 


town of Madras. I fell upon va. 


lious means of conveying my ſen- 


timents to Roſalinda, in a ſeries of 
letters, by bribing the houſe-maids, 
whom 1 watched and followed when 
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they happened to go abroad of 3 
Sunday, or at any other time, for 


that purpoſe. And I was fortunate 
enough to effect ſeveral interviews 


with her at Kenſington Gardens, 


Roſalinda liſtened to my vows 
without any ſymptoms of either 
diſdain or diſguſt, though without. 
any acknowledgment that I had 


deen able to inſpire her with any 
ſentiments, beyond thoſe of reſpect 
and gratitude, for the flattering 
regard with which 1 diſtinguiſned 
her. In her own temper the was 

| rely and airy almoſt to excels; 


and, though very young, had al- 
ready been conſidered, by the circle 


of her acquaintance, as a gay and 

good - humoured coquet. This 
circumſtance, the reſpectful mo- 
? * of love would have con- 


verted 


* — \ 
: * 
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refted into matter of deſpair, if-I 
had not been encouraged by the 
aſſurances of her eldeſt ſiſter, Ro- 
ſetta, who was of a ſoft, fympa- 


thetic, and ferious nature - and 
whoſe friendſhip and confidence 1 
cultivated with equal aſſiduity and 


ſucceſs, that Roſalinda was not in- 
different to my happineſs. 


What might have been the iſſue 


of this clandeſtine courtſhip (for I 
durſt not openly avow the extra- 


ragance of propoſing to marry a 
young lady bred up in genteel life 


and affluent circumſtances, with- 
out any fortune) I do not know; 


and am, even now, dubious con- 
cerning the rank J held in the af- 
fections of Roſalinda. Our corre- 
ſpondence was fuddenly interrupt- 
ed, and the Serjeant a at Law's my 


of 
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of ſending his daughter to Ma. IM n 
dras, precipitated by an incident in 
-which will appear not a 1. 29g h 
lar and ſurprizing m 
The mother of Roſalinda was ac. er 
1 conntes, by your painters and con- Wil ar 
noiſſeurs in beauty, the handſomeſt Wl le 
face, of the Grecian ſtile of fea- Ml 
' tures, in England; and though to 
in the 48th year of her life, the 2 
retained, if not examined with a ¶ ur 
microſcopical eye, all the comeli- ed 
neſs of ſhape, and the glow of n 
countenance of eighteen. Roſa- ne 
linda was the expreſs image of her N of 
perſon, nor were the countenance  v! 
of the mother and daughter to be lor 
diſtinguiſhed at any conſiderable I th 
| diſtance, It happened one day, in MW In 
the cloſe of the evening, that the I tio 


mother of this beauty ſtood playing IM de: 
1 with : 
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nith a parrot at one of her draw- 
wor windows /' fronting our 
houſe, - I never doubted but it was 
my charmer; and, accordingly, I 1 
endeavoured to expreſs by looks 
and geſtures, and by holding up a 
letter in her view, how much I 
wiſhed to communicate my feelings 
to her mind and heart. This, by 
2 train of enquiries which, it is 
unneceſſary to enumerate, diſcover - 
ed the intercourſe I had with Roſa« 
linda, who, with Roſetta, was im- 
mediately ſent down to the houſe 
of a gentleman near Plymouth; 
where they were taken up by a 
long- boat, and carried on board 
the firſt ſhip bound for the Eaſt- 
Indies. I was in a ſtate of diſtrac- 
tion, which I did not ſo much as en- 
deavour, and which I would have 

go attempted 
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attempted in vain to conceal, ] 
had no perſon. of whom I could 
enquire concerning the deſtination 


and the feelings of Roſalinda, beſides 
Rofetta, and ſhe was confined in 
the ſame veſſel] with her loyely | 
fiſter; I was informed of the name 


of this veſſel by a fingular acci- 
dent, publiſhed in the news- papers, 
that happened to the boat of the 
Eaſt-Indiaman that was ſent out 
| "or: two young ladies, near Ply: 


Sane in the paper. at full length, 


1 inſtantly formed a reſolution to 


| write an agology to my father, 1 


confeſs that my averfion to the law 


could be equalled only by. my love 
for Roſalinda, and that I was deter- 
mined to purſue her to the land of 
adventure, — in the Company's 
8 8 ſervice, 


whole names were men- 


Bo. wy” OO 


— 
— „ 
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other of the native princes; and 


or periſh in the attempt. An op- 
into execution was not preſented 


parture of Roſalinda; for the 
veſſel in which ſhe failed, and 
which carried all my hopes, was 


Afia for that ſeaſon. This long 
and moſt tedious interval I filled 
up with writing verſes, reading 
books of chivalry and romance, 
and inflaming a paſſion for war 


aol glory, by peruſing and con- 
templating — lives and atchieve- 


ments of the moſt as 


heroes, C 


| The. 


ſervice, or that of ſome one or 
by my gallantry, and good conduct 
in all reſpects, either render myſelf 
the unrivalled object of her heart, 
portunity of carrying my ſcheme 


till long fix months after the de- 
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The ninth month after the hour Wl ci 
when I was condemned to mourn MM th 
the abſence of Roſalinda, carried fe 
me tothe Cape of Good Hope. But, N «: 
O gracious heavens ! How was fe 
thunderſtruck to learn that the n 

> object of all my vows was indifolu- ft 

bly united in the bonds of marriage tr 
oÞ to the Governor of St. Helens, who Wl 
happened to fail in the ſame Ship, n 
Roſetta went to the Governor's WM * 

with her ſiſter, and was afterwards d 
married to the Chaplain of the ! 
garriſon—I haſten over this ſcene e 
; on which, even at this diſtance of Ml © 
pace and time, I cannot think on Wl 0 
Without a degreeof pain. I became K 
-melancholy, neglected my dreſs, Wi © 

loſt allappetite for food; and wiſhed WW | 


now for an opportunity of getting 
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iid of a life, that had grown a bur- 
then to me, with honour, in the: 
eld of battle. But time and new 
objects produced their uſual ef- 


fe&s on a mind ſuſceptible of every 


natural impreſſion. - A dreadful 
ſtorm overtook us juſt at the en- 
trance of the road of Madras, 
rouſed me from a ſtate of lethargic 
melancholy, and broke that pro- 
found ſilence that I had obſerved 


during the courſe of the voyage. 
The novelty of the ſurrounding 


ſcenes, with a mild and delicious 


climate, and the friendly attentions 
of ſome families in Madras, who 
knew my mother, and heard my 
ſtory with indulgence and with 


ympathy, ſoothed my. troubled 


mind, and reſtored, in ſome degree, 
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that time to this, my air and man. 


ner, have been ſerious and thought. 


ful. 


Abus not long, baface 1 fornd 


an opportunity of entering into the 
ſervice of the Company; and I ſerved 
as an Enſign and a Lieutenant, un- 
der Lord Clive, with reputation. 
I aſſumed the name of Raymond, 


being determined, that if I ſhould 


fall into diſtreſsful circumſtances, 
and be unſucceſsful in life, I ſhould 
not be expoſed either to the com- 
paſſion or diſdain of my relations 
or former acquaintance. I had been 
but lately advanced to the rank of 
Captain, when I firſt ſaw the mo- 
ther of Elmira, whom I married 
in the manner and circumſtances 

which 


my health and ſpirits; though, Roi | 
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Miſs Leiceſter has defcribed, in ker 


letter, on that ſubject. There is 


in the ſoft matrons of Aſia, of high 


rank, a delicacy and tendernefs of 
ſentiment, a paſſive reſignation 
and devotion, and enthuſi aſtic paſ- 5 


ſion to pleaſe, and to be beloved 
by their huſbands, to which there 
is nothing in Europe nearly equal. 


The proofs I have had of this, and 


the accidents by which I was de- 
prived of the continuance of ſuch 
happineſs, have precluded all ideas 


of ſubſequent matrimonial connec- 


tions Here I muſt interrupt this 


long ſtory, for Elmira has come, 
for the firſt, time, to her fathers 


houſe, and I muſt put a thoufand- 
queſtions, and indulge a thouſand 
tender ſentiments, for which there 
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was neither time nor opportunity 


in our firſt interview, which hap- 


pened, but e, at t che . 


of Lady Harley. 


Adieu, my « dear friend, 


"GEORGE BEAUCHAMP. 
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. FRO M TH E SAM R 
TO THE SAME. 


| i HAD lived in a ſtate of happi- 
neſs, that was interrupted only by 
certain preſages that I would ſoon 

be cut off from the ſource from 
whence it ſprung, for two years, 
when our regiment was ſent to 
- quell ſome inſurrections among 

certain refractory Polygars, or in- 
| habitants of hilly countries, that 
had been inſtigated to revolt from 
the Eaſt-India Company, by the 
intrigues of Hyder Ally, and ſup- 
ported in their rebellion by his 
arms, The fortune of war ſub-* 
D'z © jan 


8 


1 TAL FOLLIES, 
jected the gallant remains of our 


little army to the caprice and the 


cruelty of a barbarous conqueror, 
who diſperſed us in different pri- 
ſons on the confines of Myſore, 


the regency of which he had u- 
furped from its lawful ſovereign. 


Several of the Europeans, whom 
Hyder held in cuſtody, were car: 
ried off by poiſon, and others were 
murdered in cold blood, being te- 
ken out for that purpoſe, in the 


night - time (for even the greateſt 
barbarians ſeek to conceal their in · 


human deeds from the face of the 
world) and led into the midſt of 
woods and moraſſes. Of three 
hundred and fifty priſoners, there 


remained only one hundred, all 


char 42 ru why bein cut off by 


h Dit 
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havildar came into our dungeon, 
with a liſt of names to be called 


out for execution, at the top of 


which was that of Captain Georg 


Raymond. The ſummons of death ; 


was obeyed-—we advanced into the 
midſt of a copſe of wood or thic- 


ket, which they call 5 jungle. 


But, from that ſtudiouſneſs of ſe- 


crecy which attends the perpetra- 


tion of crimes, our guards had 
not carried any lights with them: 


India in the dead of night, to ſe- 
cure travellers through woods and 
delarts againſt the attacks of ty- 
gers and other ravenous animals. 
We had no ſooner arrived at the 
field of blood, ſtrewed with "the 


bones of our fellow-prifoners, than 


a dreadful noiſe was: heard of the 


\ 


a precaution which is neceſſary in 
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| monſters of the wood growling | 
for their prey, and in horrid ac- 
cents, which every inſtant became 
more and more audible, devoting 
to deſtruction every living thing 
that ſhould come in their way. 
Our executioners, abandoning their 
charge, betook themſelves to flight. 
Our little party conſiſting of ſix, 
Jay concealed under ſome broken 
ground, which, during the rainy 
ſeaſon is filled with water. Ap- 
palled by the horrid noiſe of jack- 
alls and tygers, we almoſt wiſhed | 
to be reſtored to our fetters and 
our | dungeons. - The returning 
light, which removed our terror 
of the brute creation, increaſed 
our dread of men. We penetrated 
farther and farther into the wood: 
and, at Ja had the good fortune 


to 


- # 
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with a letter, which he had ſecured 
; under a falſe bottom of a little lea- 


ther bucket, which he carried a- 


bout with him for the purpoſe of 
drawing water, from the Engliſh 
f governor « of Tellicherry, td the com- 
mander in chief on the coaft of Co- 


romandel. He gave us ſome flints 
with a ſmall piece of ſteel (for he 
carried more than one of theſe arti- 


cles about with him for fear of acci- 


dents) for the purpoſe of ſtriking 


fire, and gave us ſome directions 
how to purſue our courſe through 
the wood and acroſs the country. 


Nuts, herbs, and ſpices ſufficed 


for our food ; we kindled fires at 


1 night for our protection from wild 
; D 4 beaſts; 3 


e 
to meet a Bramin, to whom we 
imparted our ſufferings, and who, 

as he informed us, was charged 
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beaſts ; and wandering thus, we 
knew not whether, we fell into the 
hands of a party of Mars, a race 

of people tributary to Hyder-Alh, 

who carried us priſoners to a Jail 
in Seringapatam, Hyder's capi- 
tal. We were now treated with 
greater indulgence than formerly, 
from a ſuperſtitious notion that 
* good luck attended us, and that 
all attempts on our lives would 
terminate in diſappointment and 
diſaſter. At the end of three years 
|. from the time I ſetout from Ma- 
£4 dras, I was ſct free by a general 
ee exchange of priſoners. I ſhudder 
When look back to that dreadful 
Period, in- which, the moſt effec- 
. tual relief that I found from con- 
tinued melancholy, and agonizing 
refleRtions on the ſituation and 


anxious 


—— — — 


(4 


—— 


anxious forebodings of my tender 


ſpouſe, conſiſted in thoſe bodily 


ſufferings ariſing from irons, ſcanty 


food and clothing, and the want 
of a bed and every other con- 


veniency and comfort. I was not 


ſurpriſed, on my return to Ma- 


dras, to find my houſe wholly 


deſerted: for I did not ſuppoſe 


that my wife's tender frame could 


poſſibly maintain a ſtruggle with 
that mental pain which muſt have 


been the reſult of my fate. I 


enquired at our former acquain= 


tance, whoſe numbers, even three 


years, had greatly diminiſhed, con- 


cerning the fate of my family. I 


was informed that my wife, with | 


the child and a. faithſul ſervant, 


had failed for Britain, believing 85 


me to have been murder ed, to mix 


A with 
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with my relations, and to enjoy the 
melancholy ſatisfaction of reſting 
with the aſhes, and holding con- 
verſation, after death, with my 
ſpirit, and with the manes 5 of my 
anceſtors. | © | 
I I was preparing to fly after my 
loved Elmira and her child (for 
that was the name of my ſpouſe) 
to Europe, as I had before purſued 
Roſalinda in her voyage to Afia, 
when I was informed that they had 
all periſhed on board the Dane in 
which they had embarked at Ma- 
dras. The intelligence I received 
on this head was ſo circumſtantial, 
and ſo ſtrongly confirmed by the 
Paniſh Conſul at Calcutta, to 
: whom I wrote on that melancholy 
ſubject, that I could not doubt of 


ats truth —My grief was extreme, 
FF. and 
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and I dreaded the loſs of my reaſon; 


J fell into the habit of taking 
opium in immoderate quantities, 
and. I ſmoked different narcotics 
from morning to night. Theſe 
powerful ſedatives, while they de- 


bilitated my body, allayed the ex- 
citement of my mind: and I had 


begun, in ſome meaſure, to reco- 
ver my ufual compoſure, when 
I was told, that a gentleman, 
dreſſed like an European clergy- 
man, deſired to fee me.—lt was the 
huſband of Roſetta, who had been 
appointed chaplain to the preſi- 
dency of Madras, as being a better 
appointment than the chaplainſhip 
of St. Helena; who, hearing of me 


under my own name of Beau- 
champ (which LI had reſumed from 


the moment I was informed of the 
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difafter of my little family) had 
come, at the deſire of his wife, to 
inquire about my health and for- 
tune. My ſtory drew tears from 
the ſympathetic Roſetta, and great- 
ly affected the worthy man, her 
huſband. I left the houſe, in 
which I lived, and became an in- 


Mate of theirs ; where I was treated | 
with all poſſible tenderneſs and at- 
tention. | Roſetta manifeſted the ; 
affection of a fiſter to me: and, be- 0 
ing worne down with ſorrow, my \ 


ſoul found a reſting place in the 
| breaft of that good woman. On 
| Et enquiry into the fate of Roſalinda, 
II found that ſhe lived very com- 

fortably with her huſband, to 

whom the had very frankly com- 
municated what had paſſed between 
+ Herſelf and me ; and felt ſome con · 
ſolation 


JJ » ww» 45 i” ©> a 
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ſolation when 1 underſtood that 
_ that Lady and the Gover- 

| her | huſband, were not a 
ade intereſted in my fortune 1 
was, about a year after this period, 
ſent, at the head of two compa- 
nies, to collect the Company's re- 
venues among the renters of the 
Nabob of Arcot. In this employ- 
ment I was continued for two 
years. By the cuſtomary preſents, 
and ſome diamonds of immenſe 
value, a token of gratitude from 
a — for whom I procured: 
the protection of the Company, 
when he was recalled from his go- 
vernment by the prince he ſer ved, 
a circumſtance which denounced 
death, fortune, or perpetual im- 
Priſonment, I accumulated a for- 


tune more than ſufficient for all 
my 
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my wants. Roſetta's health had | 


begun to decline, and ſhe- expref. 
ſed a longing deſire to return to 
England. We all of us, having 
converted what wealth we poſlef- 
ſed into bills on the Eaſt-India- 
houſe, and other merchants, or 
into the moſt portable commodi- 
ties, embarked on board a Dutch 
veſſel at Negapatam, which lan- 
ded us in due time at St. Helena, 
where ſhe ſtopped for water. Here 
we remained a fortnight: and 1 


ſincerely participated in the feli- 


city that ſeemed to reign in the 
Governor's family, who aſſured 
me, that his next boy ſhould be 
called after me. Roſalinda added, 
that if her next ſhould be a girl, 
ſhe ſhould be called Georgina. 


** he 5 of air and objects had 
| now | 
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now Wend me to a competent 
ſhare of ſpirits as well as health, 
as I had not yet paſſed. the fortieth 
year of my age. I felt a compla- 
cency in the happineſs of Roſa. 
| linda unmixed with paſſion, and 
ve parted with mutual and ſincere 
good will and affection. Vou need 
not be informed, that it was in 
order to procure an eſtabliſhment 
for Roſetta's huſband in the church 
that I purchaſed the advowſon of 
St. Colberts on the - confines of 
South Wales, where I have a 
| ſmall but beautiful little park and 
villa. I muſt not omit to obſerve, 
that though Roſalinda had learnt 
from my ſtory, that the female 
ſtrangers the had entertained ſome 
years ago, in the Dane on their 
2 On Way 
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way to Europe, were no other 
than my family, the had the deli. 


cacy to avoid a renewal of my grief 
by a recital' of that circumſtance, 


With my manner of life ſince my 
return from India, with my attach- 


ment to old books, old- friends, 


and old wine you are fufficiently 
acquainted. And now, having 
briefly ſtated what I have done, I 
ſhall juſt mention, in a few words, 
what I intend to do. I intend to 


keep firm poſſeſſion of my for- 


tune, while I live, adminiſtering 
to the wants of thoſe who de- 
pend on me, as I: ſee need: and 
when I die, my fortune ſhall be 


equally divided between my daugh- 


ter, Elmira, and my nephew, Ed- 
mund Beauchamp.—Y ou ſee, Sir, 
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- we 


COLONEL LA ROCHE. 


LL . Monday Morning, Half paſteleven, 

.- E T this auſpicious day be 
ever ſacred, &c. &c.“ Give me 
joy, but you need not: I am as 
happy as it is poſſible for a man 
to be, who is n married. My 
bride is gone to adjuſt her dreſs, 
for we were not vulgar enough to 
appear finely dreſſed on the happy 
occaſion. From hence forward 
« let huſbands govern, gentle 
wives obey:”” I ſhall teach mine 
to do ſo. I am not the tame, the 


fooliſh ideot, Lord Stanmore, How- 
| 0 ever, 
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ever, if ſhe behaves well, ſhe ſhall 
have no cauſe of complaint. I was 
deviliſh afraid ſhe had altered her 
mind this morning. If ſhe ſhould 
do ſo now, it would not diſtrefs 
me in the leaft. | I was here rather 
before the appointed hour, and 
found her Ladyſhip in an elegant 
dhabille in the ſaloon at breakfaſt 
with Lord Lindores, who, I will 
anſwer for it, never ſits down 
again in this houſe. She appeared 
confuſed, and ſaid, Lord Sir 
John how unfaſhionable early you 
are?“ I aid, * ſurely that is a re- 
proach on his Lordſhip as well as 
myſelf, for he came here before 
.me,” True, ſaid ſhe, but 
he brings me a meſſage from his 
Lady, and ſo I excuſe him.“ He 
frowned, and very ſoon after took 
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Bis leave, of which 1 Was very K 

| glad. Lady Stanmore, then, be. 
gan to ſay we had better let our : 
* 1 = 
marriage alone, until ſhe had con- R 
Julted her father, as the wouldno: I f 
diſoblige him for the whole world, $ 

4 Oh!” faid I, “if your Lady- N 
ſhip ſuppoſes I ſhall wait until I 5. 

Mr. Oſſory has put you up to auc- , 
dien, I aſſure you, you are mi. g. 
taken. If this be your deſign, I Wl he 
will inſtantly quit your preſence li 
and London forever.  HereItook he 
out my white handkerchief. She MI .. 
began to relent, and ſaid, © Lord! W 


Seabright, I only wanted to try 
whether you really loved me or no. 
Vou know I gave you my word 
that I would de married this day, 

if ever I was” I“ ook her, in 84 
ſtantiy, at aa word, as well 1 
A know 


4 
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know ſhe is the Cynthia of the 


inte. A hackney coach carried 


us to church, and a few moments 
rave me a title to all I hold dear 


on earth: her fortune, not her per- 


ſon, After a little formal mutter- 
ing of the parſon we returned 
home, where I wait impatiently 
for your arrival, as I want much to 
know how you managed with Mrs. 


Beauchamp. I hope ſhe went 


home laſt night, and that you bul- 
lied the old cit into taking her 
back. 1 ſaw ſhe was d——d loth 
to go, but what ſhould you do 
with ſuch an old hag as that? If 
you muſt run away, run away with 
youth and beauty, not with age 
and uglineſs. You mult dine here, 
| have engaged arty.to celebrate 
our nuptials. U. curſedly vext 

the 
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the old father will be: but Oſſory 
| had. better behave well: he will 
not find me a milk ſop of a ſon, 
| but one that wall diſpute the pre. 
rogative of a huſband with him 
or any man in England. Here 
comes my cara ſpoſa. Adieu, 


Yours, 


IJ. SEABRIGHT, 
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MRS. BEAUCHAMP | 
To 


THE COUNTESS OF STANMORE _ 


8 


(ive me leave, my dear Coun- 
teſs, although I am myſelf in great 
grief, to wiſh you every happineſs 
that can reſult from the ſtate into 
which you are again entered. Both 
yourſelf and Sir John adviſed me 
to return laſt night and demand 
admittance in Brook-ſtreet. I my- 
ſelf, however, had no ſuch deſign ; _ 
otherwiſe, I ſhould not have al- 
lowed myſelf to have been ſur-- 
priſed by any of the family. The 
Colonel has repeatedly promiſed 
81 ** 
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me, that, if I would ſue for a ſe. 
perate, maintenance, he would 
live with me: and, as I found that 
| impoſlible, having not received any 
ill treatment on the part of my 
| huſband, which would be made 3 
' ſubject of complaint, I thought x 


divorce would be accompliſhed 
much eaſier. As I did not mind | 


the opinion of the world, being 


ſecure in the friendſhip» of your | 


Ladyſhip and a few other friends, 
whoſe minds were fuperior to vul- 


complith this plan; not indeed, im- 
mediately, but as ſoon as T could 
make it convenient. However, 
that old nabob came upen us una- 


wares, and made the diſcovery, 


which indeed gave me no pain at 
that time. as LWwas confident that 


Air , 1 5 Colonel | 


+ 


2 


S Prejudice s, I determined ta ac- 1 
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Colonel La Roche would protect 
me. I felt ſomewhat abafhed at 
being obliged to quit the houſe, 
but when La Roche joined in per- 
ſuading me to return and endea- 
vour to accommodate matters at 
home, I cannot ſay, but I was in 
à ſtate, little ſhort of diſtraction, 
which, 1 doubt not, was viſible 
both to yourſelf and Sir John. 1 
uged it improper to diſturb your 
felicity, and bid you adieu for the 
night: when the Colonel and ] ſtep- 
ped into a hackney- coach, which 
he ordered to Brook-ſtreet. I 
ſtarted at the idea of meeting with 
freſh inſults there, told him, I 
could never think of returning 
home again, and deſired that we 13 
might go to ſome hotel, until I = 
could procure either a houſe or 1 

VOL. IV. E lodging 
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nr 
lodging for ourſelves. He then 
ſaid, that he would ſee me to any 
hotel I pleaſed ; but, that he was 
under an indiſpenſible engagement 
to attend you and Sir John to 
church, in the morning; and alſo, 
that he had ſome urgent buſineſs 
to tranſact, which required his 
early attendance. To this, though 
reluctantly, I agreed, as it was on ſo 
good an occaſion, as the happineſs 
of my amiable friend. You will 
_ excuſe my writing ſo long a letter, 
when I inform you, that it is now 
four in the afternoon, and, that! 
bave neither ſeen or heard from 
'La Roche. If he is engaged on 
any buſineſs of your's, relieve my 


"Y - preſent anxiety, by only one line 


and you will infinitely oblige, 
«: 4 Yours, 


MARY BEAUCHAMP. 
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| SIR JOHN SEABR IGHT 
10 
MRS. BEA UCHAMP. 
MADAM, 


| AM defired by the Counteſs of 
Stanmore to ſay, that ſhe thanks 
you for your good wiſhes, and 
alſo, that ſhe fears, you muſt have 
been under a miſtake, when you 
could for a moment ſuppoſe that 
ſhe Would countenance any woman 
who voluntarily ſought a divorce 
from her huſband. As to your 
private attachment to Colonel La 
Roche, her Ladyſhip can have no 
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interference in any degree. Az 

huſband to the Counteſs, I muſt 
beg to decline receiving your farther | 
viſits to Groſvenor-ſquare. 


- I. SEABRIGHT. 


—ͤyyjj— — ——ů—— — —— —ͤ—̃ — — — — — 
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EDMUND BEAUCHAMP. 
| £136 


LADY HARLEY 


M Y dear Conſtantia, you will 


confer an everlaſting obligation on 


your brother by detaining Miſs Let- 
ceſter this evening in Portman- 


ſquare. I would not have her 


ſhocked by ſeeing Mrs. Beauchamp 
in her preſent diſgraceful ſituation, 


you, I preſume, as he was coming 
to you, when I parted, with him 
tor that purpoſe. I cannot ſee you 
until morning, as I muſt ſpend the 

2 remain= 


oF 
oi - A 
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| remainder of the night with our 
father, who is now, although too 
late, convinced of his folly. The 


coach that carried. Mrs. Beauchamp | 


from this houſe was ordered to 


Groſvenor-ſquare, where 1 have 


not the ſmalleft doubt but ſhe will 


meet with an aſylum: and to the 


place where ſhe is received, I would 
not have Miſs Leiceſter again re- 
turn. With you ſhe will be happy: 


and I ſhall then be at eaſe on her 


account. I would with my ſiſter 


to ſay a few words on a ſubject that 


I hope cannot be diſpleaſing to her: 
it is to requeſt, that when I make 


my viſit in the morning, I may 


bring in my hand my friend Sey 
mour. Vou have given to mourn- 
ing and retirement more time than 


—— — 3B — 


Was 
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was due. At preſent, happineſs 
| awaits you. Then do not turn 


from it with a prudiſh and averted 
eye; but act like yourſelf, recieve _ 
my friend as he deſerves, and do 
not leſſon the obligation you confer, - 
by making him ſuffer unneceſlary 


diſtreſs : you have both ſuffered 


already too ſeverely—Do this, my 


good ſiſter, and I will no longer 
interfere : nor will I preſcribe the 
diſtance of time you may chygie for 
capitulation. | 

Tell Honoria that her . 
at home is abſolutely neceſſary. 
She will now meet with nothing 


that can diſpleaſe her. I do not 
wonder at her diſlike to aſſociate 
with that unprincipled woman, 
who will never again diſturb her 


peace. 


24 I un- 
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J underſtand there is ſome im. 
portant event in agitation at Lady 
Stanmore's; for à letter was found 
in Mrs. Beauchamp sdreſſing- room 
which concludes thus, „ to- mor— 
row will determine the fate of 
your's, H. Stanmore“ the note is 
ſhort, being only arequeſt of Mrs, | 
B——s company to dinner. I muſt 
own, I am curious to ſee what to- 
morrow will produce. I muſt break 
off writing in order to converſe with 
my father who is really ill. You 
- will not forget to give my compli- 
-ments to my couſin and Miſs Lei- 

ceſter. Accept my warmeſt thanks 
for your attention to this amiable 
girl, whom I ſhall hope, in a ſhort 
time to call mine. I know you 
will uſe all * intereſt to per · 
1 uade 


il 
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ſuade her not to delay my hap- 
pineſs longer than 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary. 9 | 3 
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MISS LEICESTER 


TO 


% 


MISS BEAUCHAMP. 


” | Portman Square. 
J AM hardly recovered from the 
ſurpriſe into which I have been 
thrown by your brother. He ſays 
that Lady Stanmore was this 
morning married to Sir John Sea- 
bright. - Being curious to know | 
what important event was to hap- 
pen this morning, he paſſed through 
SGroſvenor Square in his way here, 

and ſaw her Ladyſhip and Sir John 

get into a hackney- coach, which he 
followed until he came to a coach 
ſtand where he took another, and 
traced 


\ 


traced them to a chapel in the 


neighbourhood: Hethen returned 


to inform us of the news. Lady 
Stanmore is by no means void of 
ſenſe ; yet this ſtep looks like 
downright madneſs. This event 
will indeed determine her future 
fate as ſhe ſaid in the letter found 
by Edmund. How different this 
is from her former nuptials, when 
all the ſtate and grandeur of both 
the Stanmore and Oſſory family 


was called forth to grace the union! 


A miſerable hackney-coach and a 


more miſerable partner in it. 


Wretched woman ! my heart aches 
at the thoughts of her preſent 
conduct. All the hopes of Mr. 
Oſſory to aggrandize his family are, 
by one act of folly, blown to the 


air. I feel for them both more 


E 6 than 
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than either would for me in "the 
fame ſituation. I have, by your 
| brother's advice, written a polite 
letter of thanks to Lady Stanmore 
for her kindneſs to me, but ſaying 
alſo, that Lady Harley had en- 
treated me to remain ſome time 
with her, and that as I was very 
ſoon to be more cloſely united to 
that Lady by the ties of relation- 
ſhip, 1 hoped her Ladyſhip would 
_ excuſe my return to Groſvenor 
Square. I did not give the ſmalleſt 
hint that I had heard of her mar. 
-rage. I fhould have thought 

myſelf inexcuſeable for my abrupt 
departure from Lady Stanmore's 
had not her Ladyſhip's late inſulting 
behaviour ſufficiently apologized 
for any rudeneſs I might be guilty 


of in quitting her Bunty: | Your 
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own ſituation muft at preſent be a 
very unhappy one: to witneſs the 
uneaſineſs that muſt oppreſs your 
father in conſequence of the late ill 
conduct of his wife, and not to be 
able to ſay a ſingle word that can 
conſole or comfort him, is a very 
diſagreeable dilemma, as your total 


ſlence on the ſubje& muſt be 


conſtrued into a reproach. I know 
the delicacy and ſenſibility of your 
diſpoſition, and that you will endea- 
vour by every thing in your power 
to relieve” him from his preſent 


affliction. Lady Harley has writ- 


ten to her father but judges it beſt 
not to call until the firſt impreſ- 
ſion of his grief is worn off. Indeed, 
my dear Honoria, I am too happy : 
that is, I think Iam not deſerving 
of ſo much attention as is paid me 

by your ſiſter and all your family. 
| Your 
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- Your brother, for I may. own it 
without a bluſh to you, impreſſed 
me, during his viſit at Stanmore, 
with a paſſion that I was unac- 
quainted with before; and which, 
I hope, will know no change, ex- 
cept that of encreaſing affection 
during the remainder of our lives. 
I wiſh that it was in my power to 
make ſome addition to his fortune; 
not that I, like Lady Stanmore, 
would ever wiſh to be conſidered 
as the patroneſs of my huſband, 
which I am certain ſhe did whilſt 
Lord Stanmore lived. What then 
muſt ſhe now think of herſelf, 
when all the fortune is on her ſide! 
"of am called to dinner. Adieu! 


| Yours, 
MATILDA LEICESTER 


IS 


4a 
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SIR JOHN SEABRIGHT 
10 
COLONEL LA ROCHE, 


” Ar 3 the morn. Ko 
cold indifference came, &Cc.--&c."* 
But, to ſay the truth, I was never 
violently in love with any thing for 
two days together, except money : 
which will, rightly applied, pro- 
cure a man every thing elſe in this 
life. My charming Counteſs has 
laid a thouſand delightful plans, 
which, I believe, will never be 
executed but in her own brain. 
Our marriage is now the ſubject of 
public converſation you ſay. Well, 
| : let, 
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let it be fo, thank my ſtars, no 


one can unmarry us: and, that 
being the caſe, let them talk on. 
Iam in hourly expectation of hear. 
ing from Oſſory- place: if not re- 
ſpectfully, I can aſſure Mr. Oſſory, 
that I ſhall reſent it. I believe 
the Counteſs is deviliſhly afraid of 
a ſevere reprimand, though ſhe 
does not ſay ſo. For Heaven's 
fake, how came you to let that 
creature Mrs. Beauchamp make 
ſuch a fool of herſelf, and of you! 


Shewrote to the Counteſs, whom | 


I adviſed, by no means to counte- 
nance her, as I ſuppoſed you would 
abandon her now ſhe had turned 
herſelf out of doors in Brook- ſtreet. 


Poor woman! I am ſorry for her. 


It might be poſſible to get her re- 


ed at Home by the old citizen, 
if 


FATAL FOLLIES. 89 


if all the family were not apprifed 
of her diſgrace. I don't know 


what ſtory you can frame to her 


in order to get off: ſuppoſe you 


ſay, that you have received orders 
to join your regiment immediately, 
call on her, take a tender adieu, 


promiſe to ſend for her the mo- 


ment you are fixed in quarters; 
and then, ſoldier- like, look out 


for a new conqueſt. Now, am not 
very good to write to you when 


[ ought to be fighing at the feet of 
my bride, who is a lovely woman? 


She wiſhed in her heart, I know, 


to have ſeen Mrs. Beauchamp ; but 
did not chuſe to contradict on her 
bridal- day; and therefore ſuffered 


me to write the note to her, to 


which you allude in yours, of this 


morning. The women are too 
* kind, 


D *. reer 
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kind to us, they are for giving us 
all at once by way of generoſity : 
when, if they did but know their 
own intereſt, they ought always | 
to leave us ſomething to hope for; 
or ſatiety wilt ſoon ſucceed enjoy- 
ment. The moment a woman, 
whether maid, wife, or widow, 
lets one of our ſex know, that he, 
and he only can render her happy, 
from that inſtant ſhe begins to be 
deſpiſed. Is not that true La 
Roche? At leaſt it has always been 
ſo with me: I never in my life 
thought a woman worth the chace 
that could be eaſily caught. I like 
indifference in a female, though ihe | 
loved to diſtraction. This you will 
ſay is giving the ſex a very difficult 
taſk, and to affirm that they mult 


for ever act under a maſk.. So they 
| ought: i 
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cught : Do not we always do the 
ame thing? This is a leſſon 1 
would not give to any of the fe- 
male ſex, for artifice, if they once 
fairly determine on it, the pupil 
would very ſoon exceed the maſter - 
Miſs Leiceſter has wiſely taken her 
leave, and is gone to Lady Harley, 
who is now thanking me in her 
heart for being the means of re- 
moving that old fool Harley; of 
whom, by the bye, it is but juſtice 
to ſay, that all his life, before he 
| fell in love, forſooth, he acted 
| like a man of ſenſe : but after he 
married he was quite another man, 
always ſhrinking from ſociety for 
fear of being laughed at; and 
ſmarting, without cauſe, under 
the horrors of cuckoldom. Tho? 
] have not the beſt opinion in the 
World 
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world of the ladies; yet, I think, 
Harley s wife was really an amiable 
woman; and that I have made her, | 
in being the occaſion of her huſ. 
band's death, ſufficient amends for 
any fright ſhe was put into, for ſhe | 
received no other injury from me. 
I don't know whether I ſhould 
have been able now to make this 
declaration, had not her lover very 
fortunately come in to reſcue her. 
But, 


6s us is a atide in the affair of men; 


; 421 both Seymour and ayfelf have 
ſeized the lucky moment. Edmund 


| Beauchamp, the Counteſs informs 


me, has made an offer of his hand 
to Miſs Leiceſter. I do not care 
who marries, or who remains ſingle 
now. I ſend encloſed bills for 4 
b ; um 
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ſum you are in want of; and will 
ſend alſo to Mrs. Beauchamp a ſup- 
ply of caſh, as I dare ſay ſhe is not 
very well provided. If I do not, 
ſhe may write to the Counteſs, and 
diſcover our plot againſt her. 1 
did not recollect this, otherwiſe 1 
would not have been ſo precipitate 
in writing to her myſelf : however, 
[ ſhall write another friendly letter 
to her, ſaying, that I was obliged 
to ſend the note at the particular 
requeſt of Lady Stanmore, whoſe 
ngratitude I ſhall deplore; and, 
at the ſame time, the caſh will be 
ſecurity for what I ſay. In reality 
I do not know a more unequivocal : 
teſt of friendſhip than parting 
with one's money: I have had 
many dear friends who could not 
exiſt if I was unhappy, but who 

have 
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Have vaniſhed on any approach ! 

have made towards: their pocket, 

Vou will let me ſee you as ſoon as 

you can, We dine at home. 


Yours, 


JL. SEABRIGHT 
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THz. 


0 


COUNTESS or STANMORE 


To. 


MRS. MACALPINE. 


You have doubtleſs ſeen the 
newſpapers even in the remote re- 
gions of the North, and having 
read them, you know that I have 


again ventured upon matrimony 1 


' Tam ſure if you was here you would 
greatly applaud my choice of Sir 
John, who is the moſt amiable 


and attentive creature imaginable. 


This was a ſtolen wedding. I love 
to ſurprize people, and to furniſh 
ſmall talk for the tea- tables of the 


old 
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old tabbies. I know they all envy 


me. This is the only advantage! 
have ever reaped from my large 


fortune. It has at laſt enabled me 
to make myſelf, and a deſerving 
man happy. Sir John has been 


groſſly abuſed by a ſet of wretches 


on whom he may now look down 
with ſovereign contempt. I ex- 


pect a letter from my father every 
hour, who, no doubt, will be an- 


gry at my marriage without con- 
ſulting him. Was I always to re- 
main in leading ſtrings, Macal pine? 
I have got rid of my governgſ. She 
is gone to Lady Harley, and is go- 


ing to be married to Edmund Beau- 


champ. Apropos! Do you know 
that Mrs. Beauchamp, with whom 
I uſed to correſpond, has met with a 


| Ava fracas, and has actually 


blb - been 


/ 


PATAL PorLtns, $5 
deen turned out of the houſe of her 


huſband, becauſe ſhe admitted the 
' viſits of La Roche, a friend of Sir 


John's? Suppoſe ſhe was to come 
_ down to Scotland, on a viſit to you, 
for a little time, until the ſtorm be 


ſomewhat blown over? Tell Macat>- 
pine ſhe is a friend of mine, and that 
I deſire he will entertain her. He 


will be Very proud of the honour, 


| intend How to begin to live; for 


Sir John loves every thing that is 
ono as well as myſelf. Vive 
Ja Bagatelle ſhall be our motto in 
future. I don't know the reaſons 
but I have hot had many viſits 
from my former female acquaint- 
ance ſince my marriage: but all 
this I ſet down to vexation. They, 
poor things, wanted attractions to 
pleaſe, and then are angry with 
Vine DOI me 
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me. Leiceſter left my houſe on 


the evening before my marriage. 
She did not know a' word of it. 
She wrote a letter very imperti- 
nent, 4 think. I did not conde- 


John could met bear her, and Imuſt 
of courſe have ſent her away, 
Pray, when you write to me again, 


let me know how old Sylveſter and 
does, and what they ſay 


his La 
of my marriage. I have a great 
mind to get a prodigious ſhewy 


ring made, and preſent the old 


woman with it on this occaſion. 
Vou know her propenſity to that 
kind of ornaments, and how much 
ſhe has entertained us both with her 
genealogy, and her account from 
whom every one of her ornamen- 


a * deſcended. Some of them 
ſhe 


-- 


nd to anſwer it, but am very 
glad ſhe took herſelf off; as Sir 
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WILLIAM OSS OR x, Ef 


To 


GEORGE BEAUCHAMP, Eg, 


% * 


IWRITE to you, my 8000 
friend, becauſe I am certain that 


you ſympathize with me in my diſ- 


treſs, which is more than I am 


able to ſupport. If Lady Stanmore 


had fearched all the world, Nay, 
and even conſulted the infernal re- 


= gions, by what means ſhe might be 
directed to a man the moſt diabo- 


lical and infamous, ſhe could not 
have made a juſter choice, or one 


that promiſed to lead with ſuch a 
degree 1 certainty to miſery. | 


have 
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have received a letter from her, 


which I never intend: to anſwer. 


She was my pride! In her all my 
wiſhes and views centred, and with 
her they are all fallen. I have not 
fortitude enough to bear up againſt 
this ſtroke of fate. 


with deſtruction to Helena, which, 


as I cannot prevent it, I will never 
She deſerves it, but 1 


witneſs. 


have not deſerved it of her. Oh! 


my good friend, who would with 


for riches, when even in the very 
boſom of affluence, peace is a 


have not been able, until this mo- 


accurſed news was firſt brought to 


I know and 
foreſee, that this union is fraught : 


ſtranger ? Fool that I was to truſt. 
to the' caprices of a giddy girl!! I 


ment, to take up my pen, al- 
though it is how three days ſince the 
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102 FATAL TOLLIES. 
me. At different intervals, ſince 
that time, I have employed myſelf 
in ſettling my affairs in the beſt 
manner poſſible. I have given 
you the trouble of being one of 
my executors. You will take care 
that Mis Leiceſter, for whoſe vir- 
tue and prudence I entertain the 
Higheſt eſteem, receives the legacy 
1 Have left her, which is about 
twelve thouſand pounds. This is 
what is independant of my eſtate, 
which I have entailed on my 
daughter and her legitimate pro- 
geny: from the very idea. of which 
F now turn with horror, Tell your 
nephew, that when he is united to 
Mifs Leiceſter, I ſhall expect, in 


The return, this mark of their friend- 


trip, that ſhould my daughter ever 
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JAMES ALLEN 
GEORGE BEAUCHAMP, EG. 


* = 
43 8 AR | 
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7 LEASE to excuſe the liberty 
I take in writing to you, but I 


thought it better that you ſhould be 
made acquainted with the melan- 
choly news, than Lady Stanmore: 
Lou Sir, have received the laſt 
letter that was wrote by my good 
and worthy maſter, who died a- 


bout half an hour after it was ſent 
to the poſt. The particulars, Sir, 


are theſe. On the news of the 
marriage of Lady Stanmore, he was 


al jolt | 


: 
* ? - 
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at like one out of his mind: 
he walked up and down the room 
all the day, in the greateſt grief 
imaginable. I durſt not interrupt 
him, you know, Sir, being only a 
ſervant, but I wiſhed that any 
gentleman, . ſuch as you, had been 
here. I did ſend to two. or three 
in the neighbour hood, but they. 
were from home. He never went 
to bed on the firſt night, but or- 
dered all us ſervants: to do ſo. 1 
did not pull off my cloaths, but. 
harkened frequently to hear if he. 
came up ſtairs. . In the morning he. 
ordered. thefteward to bring all his 
accounts before him. He told me 
that Mr. Oſſory frequently ſhed, 
| tears whilſt hewas examining them, 1 
and the ſteward, ſuſpecting that. 
ſomething. was not right in his 
F. 5 head, 


106 FATAL FOLLIES. 
head, aſked him, why, as he did 


not ſeem well, he would trouble 


himſelf with what might be done 
when he was better ? Why, ſaid he, 
my good friend, it makes little dif- 
ference what 1 do in this world. 
Nothing now. can give me pain: 
my heart is already broken by an 


undutiful child. Bowman, you 


don't know what it is to accumu- 


late a large fortune, and then to ſee 


it diffipated by a raſcal, who, I 
am certain, will deſpiſe the hand 


that gives it to him. Don't ſpeak 
any more to me now, as Fam buſy, 


I ifm that you ſhould be found to 
have deſerved your place when you 


get another mafter; here he ceaſed 
ſpeaking; and, when the buſineſs 


was done, the ſteward reluctantly 


1 TE room, Y 1 ſcarcely 
| ever 


night. In the morning he aroſe: 
about nine. When went to dreſs 
him, he ſaid, No ! Allen, I Wilk 


not dreſs to day. He then aſkeck 


his ſervree? I told him, I believed 


nine. He ordered pen, ink, and 
paper, which b brought, andthen 
left the room. When the letter 


was written, Sir, which you have 
now received, he then rang; the: 


bell, and ſaid, he would dreſs, for 


that he was going a long journey. 
I aſked if I ſhould put up any of 


his cloaths? Fl tell you about that 


2 but make haſte, and dreſs. 
He particularly ordered the 
cat which he wore at the marri-- 


F 6. age 
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ever taſted food; and went to- bed 
rather early but I heard him walk 
about his chamber great part of the 
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age of the Counteſs of Stllutore: 

- F brought it: and, after he had 

put it on, he ordered me to leave 
him, and he would ring when he 
wanted me. We ſervants were all 
in the greateſt anxiety, for Mr. 


Offory was the beſt of maſters, 


and were conſulting what was pro- 
per to be done. The ſteward ſaid, 
it was wrong to leave him any 
longer alone; and that he would 
ſend for the Miniſter, and adviſe 
with him: when, all of a ſudden, 
we heard the report of a piſtol- | 
We all flew up ſtairs. The ſtew- 
ard entered the room firſt, and 
there beheld his maſter lying life- 
leſs on the floor. On the table 
were many papers, all®ealed up, 
and directed for you, Sir. There- 
1 55 we * it beſt to write 
| | firſt 


ah 


he ſteward could 


himſel 
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ſo much 
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maſters; as, indeed, we all are. 
Jam, Sir, 
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THE CQUNTESS OF STANMORE. 


8 


MADAM, 


To E very melancholy intelli- 
gence which J have juſt received 
from Oſſory-Place, makes it ne- 
ceſſary that I ſee you immediately. 
I ſhall, in half an hour, wait on 
you for that purpoſe, and beg that 
I may find you alone; and, if poſſi- 
| ble, armed with ſufficient fortitude 
to ſupport - a truly ſevEre ſhock, 
Which, I am very ſorry, to be 


de * to give to you. Mails 
Wen 


. > » 9 aft 8 — 3 — 751 a 
0 - 122 n — . 
r n _— wy Ems wal os FEE 2 Innere 


«Ada ——ä— 2 wes I 


— 
—— 222 

4 CE CE og 

2 


— 2 3 — — ͤ—‚ — 


111 


if ſhe 


* 
— 


* 


time, 


5 


FATAL FOL LIES. 


4 


permiſſi 


* 


uy 
2 
O 
* 
— 
O 
m4 
— 
ID) 
44 
22 
8 
O 
2 
N 
= 


GEORGE BEAUCHAMP. 


ſter w 
Ladyſhip, at the ſame 
has your 


Leice 
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/ 


MISS LEICESTER 


- T0 


MISS BEAU CHAMP. 


1 FOUND myſelf almoſt inade- 
quate to the taſk I had undertaken, 
and when your uncle's chariot ſtop- 
ped at the door, I felt my heart 
palpitate ſo violently, that I feared. 
I would not be able to accompany. | 
him to Gr olvenor-ſquare : this I. 
mentioned to him, but he. ſaid it 
was my duty to go, and the expreſs. 
deſire of my deceaſed fyiend that] 
ſhould coinfort, and if neceſſary, 
Protect 
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preſent moment, he ſaid, certainly 


ſtood in need of all poſſible conſo- 
lation. 1I- therefore, ſummoned - 
all my ſpirits to aid me in this 
arduous taſk, and we proceeded to 
Lady Stanmore's. My knees trem- 
bled in ſuch a manner that I could | 
hardly reach the: top of the ſtairs! 
Here we were met by Sir John Sea- 
bright, who ſaid, for God's fake, 
Sir, How could you alarm the 


Counteſs in ſuch a manner, what 


isthe matter? I am glad, Sir, ſaid 


Mr. Beauchamp, that you have . 
ſenſibility enough to feel for her. I 


wich to be conducted to her. At this 
inſtant a bell rang violently, which 
knew to be that of the drawing 


room, to which we were conducted | 


1 Sir rJ an, who left us at the 
8 door. 
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door. The Counteſs received ns 

in viſible embarraſſment. She ſay | 
1 had been weeping; and entreated 

to know what was the matter with 

her father. I could not ſpeak to 

her, and even Mr. Beauchamp he- 


ſitated.— After a pauſe, he ſaid, | 


Madam, your father, T am ſorry 
8 to ſax, has taken & very rafts ſtep: 

Jam called upon to announce the 
effect, though I would not oppreſs 
you with grief, by relating the 
| cauſe. Her Ladyſhip fell inftantly 
on. her knees to your uncle. Tell 
me, Oh tell me, Sir, I conjure 
von, does my father live, let me 
inſtantly fly: to him, if he does 
She looked: up for an anfwer.—Mr. 
Beauchamp faid, a letter I this 
morning received from one of his 
molt confidential ſervants, ad? 


ed me of the melancholy event. 
Your father, Madam, is no more. 
She gave a violent thriek, at which 
Sir John entered in ſeeming great 
agitation. For Heaven's ſake, Sir, 


what is the purport: of your viſit ? 


what is the matter with Mr. Offory ? 


that you thus torment Lady 


from the ground on which. the 
lay proſtrate. She looked up at 
him, and faid, Oh ! I have 


killed my father l he is dead, and 


lam moſt miſerable. - Sir John 


dead? Mr. Beauchan 
to give an anfwer that maſt gra- 
tify the wiſhes, and ſwell the tri- 
umphs of the wretch by whom it 
was PID : but darting a look of in 

hae 1 dignation, 
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dignation,. horror, and contempt, 


Iignified by his countenance an d 


air more than could have been ex- 


preſſed by the moſt copious tor- 


rent of language. Sir John Sea- 
bright did not reſent this contemp- 
tyous ſilence ; but being conſcious 
of all that was mean and villain- 


ous, patiently put * with the in- 


. . 


Lady Stanmore, * TED ; 
not tranſient ſenſibility to good and 


evil, whether in fortune or moral 
character and conduct, but who 
was as inconſtant as air; and, in 


the moſt weighty affairs, governed 


by the impreſſion of the moment, 


inſiſted on ſetting out for Oſſory- 


Place, that inſtant. Mr. Beau- 
champ ſaid, it was impoſſible for 


her . to go there; and 


allo 


FATAL PF OLLI E 8. 7. 17 
alſo entreated that ſhe would not 
think of 1t. After ſome time Lady 
Stanmore was brought to her rea- 


ſon, and ſhe promiſed that ſhe 


would not think of leaving town, 
as your uncle ſaid he was in- 
ſtantly going to ſet off for Offory» 


Place, and that he would ſee that 
every thing that was proper ſhould 


be done. If Lady Stanmore, your 


uncle ſaid, choſe to ſend any per- 


ſon from herſelf who might be 
left in the houſe until a proper 
inventory was made, he would be 


glad, as he could not ſtay in 


the country more than a day or 
two. We then took our leave, as 


3 plainly faw that her Ladyſhip did 


not with me to ſtay, and I was but 
little inclined to do ſo. I greatly 
; >: fob 
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118 FATAL F OLLIE 8. 
feel for her ſituation. To be ſure 


ſhe has great levity of diſpoſition ; 
but, when the' moment of reflec. 
tion comes, how ſeverely muſt ſhe 
{mart for all the woes of which ſhe 
has been the occaſion? Poor Mr. 
Offory fell a victim to his pride, 


Having, by accumulating a larger 


fortune than others, raiſed, as he 


thought, his own, and his daugh- 
ter'ẽs conſequence, above the com- 


mon pitch, he could not bear to 


| Tee her reduced, not only to a le- 


vel with others, but below them. 


le had many good qualities; and, 
if he had been poſſeſſed of only a 
moderate income, he would have 
been a moſt amiable man. Inever 
felt a ſeverer ſhock than when 


your brother imparted to me, in 
| — 


— 
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in the moſt tender and affecting 
manner, the death of Mr. Oſſory. 


He has made me a generous repa- 


ration for the inſult he once offered 
me, both in his laſt letter, where 


he mentions his good opinion of 


me, and in the fortune he has 


giren me: which I receive with 


additional delight, as it will be 
ſhared with Edmund, and I ſhall 
not now conſider myſelf as a beg- 
gar received into your family. Tell 
your brother I expect him this 
evening. Cannot you come to me 
for an hour or two: Do, if poſſi - 
ble, as Lady Waere wad: Elma are 
Wa 


Vous, 


MATILDA LEICBSTER./ 
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SIR JOHN SEABRIGHT 
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COLONEL LA ROCHE. 


1 Groſvenor Square, 

VERY. — conſpires to⸗ 
Wards the completion of my hap» 
pineſs. Mr. Offory kindly t6ok 
himſelf ' out of the way, well 
knowing that he and I might not 
agree very well. together. -HerLa- | 
dyfhip is in moſt violent grief, or 
pretends to be ſo, on this occaſion : 
I don't doubt but ſhe is glad to get 


Was confoundedly vexed at our mar- 
riage, for he has left all his ready, 
money, which amounts to ten 

+ thou- 


RA bf Ht 
thouſand pounds to Miſs Leiceſter; 
for which, I ſuppoſe, he had va- 
lue received. Lady Stanmore ſays, 
he was always fond of this girl. I 
with you, La Roche, could get 
her for a wife. Let me tell you, 

twelve thouſand pounds is no ſuch 
deſpicable fortune in theſe days. I 
expect that, when the Counteſs re- 
covers from her grief, ſhe will not 
be pleaſed with me; for Lord 
Lindores has called frequently ſince 
our marriage, and ſhe has as con- 
ſtantly been denied to him: but S 
am armed for either her ſmile or 
her frown!**Iam ſurprized at wh 1 
you tell me of Mrs. Beauchamp 8 
having diſappeared you know not 
whither: but now, I don't care; 
it is not in her power eſſentially to 
hurt me, and the opinion of the -_ 
OSD © Go - world, =” 
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world, is to me of no manner of 
conſequence. It does very well to 
be held out in order to frighten 
boys and girls. It has no effect on 
us, La Roche —I am afraid the 
Counteſs will grow too fond of me : 
however, there 1 is no chance of my 
returning the compliment; for I 
am, although not married a month, 
quite indifferent about her Lady- 
ſhip. At the ſame time, I will not 
be cuckolded with my eyes open. 
She ſhall not kill me with her inſi- 
delity, as Lam informed ſhe actu- 
ally did that poor fool Lord Stan- 
more. I am ſent for to attend her 
Ladyſhip immediately. I will not, 
therefore, ſtay to conclude this, in 
order to ſhew my obedience.— La 
Roche, | the ſky begins to lour. 
A ftorm is coming on.—If le can but 


—— 
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keep my ground now I think 1 


ſhall not fear hereafter; and I 
have not much doubt ' of my 


own ſkill. What do you think 


I was called away for ?!—On en- 


tering her Ladyſhip's drefling- 
room, ſhe began as follows: 
« Pray, Sir John, is it true, what I 


hear, that you have given orders to 


my porter not to admit Lord Lin- 


dores ? If it is, I muſt beg leave to 


inform you, that my doors ever 
were, and ever ſhall be open to 
my friends without any reſtricti- 
ons.“ Ves, my Lady,” ſaid I, it 
was my orders that Lord Lindores 


thould not be admitted into my 


houſe; and, if any of my ſervants 
dare to diſobey my ordefs, they no 
longer remain in my ſervice.“ She 
appeared thunderſtruck, and re- 
mained for a moment ſilent, the 


1 91 | violence 
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violence of her paſſion | having 


deprived her of the power of ut- 
terance. At length, ſhe rang vio- 


 lently or the porter; and, on his 


coming up, ſhe inſiſted on Lord 
Lindores being ſhewn to the draw- 
ing- room, the inſtant he called 


again. Look- ye, my friend,” ſaid 


1, to the fellow, nit is impoſlible 
for you to ſerve two people, whoſe 
orders are ſo diametrically oppoſite; 


therefore, now chuſe which of us 
you will ſerve. If Iam your choice 
expect to be obeyed; if her La- 


dyſhip, bring me immediately your 


accounts, and I will diſcharge you 
in her preſence.” The fellow, who 
vas not a fool, without heſitation, 


' replied, to be ſure, Sir John, l 
conſider you as my maſter, and 


mall N your orders: : on which 
| . 16} dat 


Arne 


| diſmiſſed him; and then addreſſed 


her Ladyſhip as follows: You 


ſee, Madam, I will not be a tame, 
paſſive huſband, whoſe doors ſhall 


be open, and his eyes ſhut to the 


indiſcretions of his wife: I have 


more regard for your Ladyſhip, to 
whom I ſhall always allow every 


proper indulgence due fo' your 


rank and fortune ; but none that 
can leſſen the reſpect I owe to my 


character as your huſband.” I 
wiſh, replied ſhe, Sir John, I had 


been acquainted: that. theſe were 
your ſentiments before we were 


married. Iwould never have placed 


you at the head of my famuly, 


which I am determined to govern 


and direct in ſpite of you, whoſe 


fortune depends intirely upon me.. 
It would be hard, indeed, to ſuffer 5 
Ry: you 
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you to direct me when Lord Stan- 
more never durſt do any thing that 


was diſpleaſing to me. Either or- 
der my doors to be open to my 


friends, or I will take another 
houſe to receive them in. Then,” 


ſaid I, you ſhall never again enter 


this. Your Ladyſhip's conduct 


Mall determine e muſt alfo 
inform you of a ſmall miſtake you 


made, when you ſaid, that my for- 
tune depended on yon, I pray you 


to recolle& yourſelf, and the re- 
' verſe will be found in the preſent 


cafe?” I then left her to cool at 


leifare, which ſhe is long about, 


for her bell is conſtantly ſounding | 


an alarum in my nn Urfforuch 


| that Le can 1 fre N N 
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rRO M THE SAME 
TO THE 6H $8 oe 


Grofrehor Square. | 

G, IVE me joy : I ſhall be the - 

_ conquering hero at laſt. I ſhall | 
have the honour of Taming the 
Shrew ;”. we are Catherine and 
Petruchio.” 

When T had ſent away my let- * 
ter yeſterday, which the curſed | 

dell obliged me to do, I thought 1 3 

might as well amuſe myſelf with _ of 

| 


what was going on in the family 

of which I was diſputing the maſ- 

tery. I, therefore, went down to 
the hall, and gave the porter a 

heiner which bound him effectu- 
G 4 ally : 
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ally to my intereſt. I then aſked 


him, if he knew what Lady Stan- 
more Was doing above ſtairs ? He 
ſaid, a footman was Juſt gone out 
with orders for a chaiſe and four 


for his Lady, but where ſhe was 


going he did not know. On this 


information J found it neceſſary to 
remain below ſtairs, | in order to 
enquire to what place her good 
Ladyſhip might be going. I had 
remained more than an hour in the 


parlour, when this ſame chaiſe 


and four arrived, with. her ſervant 
on horſeback. 1 defired the porter 
to inform her that they were wait · 
ing; when, in about half an hour 


more, ſhe appeared dreſſed in a 


_riding-habit, attended by her wo- 


man, and a long. train of boxes. 


I met her at the bottom of the 


Is Ay 
1 * 


ſtairs, | 


FATAL TOILIES. 120 MW 
ſtairs, and begged leave to hand her 
into the parlour, which ſhe allowed wn 
me to do, as ſhe did- not chuſe | 
again to enter into an altercation: 
before the ſervants, having not 
come off in the laſt to her ſatisfac- 
tion. This I was glad to ſee, as 
it was ſome proof of her obedi- 
ence, the firſt, La Roche, ſhe had 
ever ſhewn during her life. I ſhut. 
the door, and deſired to know 
where ſhe was going. That, ſhe 
ſaid, E ſhould not know; for, as 
I had rendered her own houſe a 4 
priſon, ſhe wiſhed to remove out 
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of it ; and my company was not 
now neceſſary, for that I had ren - 
dered myſelf odious to her. Erang, 

and ordered the poſt- boys tobe ſent 

in, which was done. Igave the por- 


ters a crown a: piece for their trou- 
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ble, told him the chaiſe was not 


wanted, as the Counteſs had al- 


tered her mind; and that her foot-. 
man muſt come directly to me. He 


did ſo, and I diſcharged him in her 
_ Preſence. All this was done without 
her ſaying a word; but ſhe fell into 
violent hyſtericks, in whicn T left 
her to the care of her woman, 


giving orders for no one to go out 
of the houſe without my leave. I 


ſent, ſome time after, to enquire 
after her Ladyſhip's health, but 


have received no anſwer, though 


it is four hours ſince the fracas 
Happened. You will ſay, perhaps, 
that Itake too violent ſteps at firſt: 


nothing elſe would do with ſuch a 


violent ſpirit, which I will break, 
or break her heart. I have begun 
this ſyſtem of conduct, which was 


=_ | entirely 
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entirely her own fault. And now, 
do not mean to retract one inch. 
When ſhe is reaſonable, I will be 
ſo, not until then. The fortune 
which was before ſpent in creating, 


ſhall now aſſiſt in correcting her fol- 
lies. She married me, not becauſe 


ſhe liked me better than others, but 
becauſe ſhe thought ſhe could ma- 
nage me better. I'll give her a 
ſpecimen of the proper mode of 


government, La Roche ! Call in 


the morning, on 


I. SEABRIGHT: 


— 
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THE COUNTESS OF STANMORE 
| 1 


MRS. BEAUCHAMP 


3 n in a ſtate of diſtrac« 

tion. I deſire you will not go out 
of town as you intended, but wait 
until you hear again from me. Sir 
John has treated me in the moſt 
inſolent manner : nay,” he denies 


me the freedom of my on houſe. 


I fear I have been to blame, but 
dare not own it to any one but 
yourſelf. However, I may con- 
trive to vex Sir John, which I ſhall 
not fail to do, by all means in my 
power. I had got a poſt-chaiſe, 
in which I intended to have called 
on you, and we would have gone 

to 


j 
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to Offory Place together. It would 
coſt me many tears, to be ſure, 
to ſee the place here I ſpent ſo 
many happy days, and in which my 


poor father breathed his laſt ; but 


it will afford me an aſylum - from 


the inſolence of this man, whom 


[ have very fooliſhly, made my 
bufband. I will never allow him 
to uſurp- unbounded authority over | 
me. I will. make him know that. Thug 


I am the daughter of Mr. Oſſory, 
and the widow of the Earl of Stan- 
more; and that Ido not account it 
any honour to ſubſcribe myſelf 


the wife of Sir John Seabright. I. 


will ſee you as ſoon as poſſible, in 
the mean time, Jam, Vn 


1 


Pa | 


n. S TAN MORE. 
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"HENRY SEYMOUR 
2G. 1 


nr HARLEY. 


| 38 H AVE aaron to execute 


your commiſſion, which none, but 
2 heart like your own, which is 
open to all the feelings of huma- 


nity, could have ſuggeſted. Mrs, 
Beauchamp had left the hotel to- 
tally, in a hackney- coach, unat- 


tended, and they had not heard 
wWhither ſhe had gone; but if they 
_ ſhould find out her direction the 
people will give me information. 

How little, my charming woman, 
does ſhe deſerve to receive any mark 


of your kindneſs ? But you was ever 
ready 


tt ax 
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ready to ſtretch out your han to 
thoſe who needed your aſſiſtance, 
with no one exception but in my 
caſe: you can bear to ſee me on the 
rack of ſuſpence, yet not relieve me, 
though one word could do it. Con- 
ſtantia, conſider the tortures which 
[ have ſuffered on your account, 
and that you, and you only, can 
yield either ſupreme felicity, or ex- 
treme en OW 


HENRY SEYMOUR. | 


n 
— „ ©. 
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© SIR JOHN-SEABRIGHT:. 


VV HAT a fool, begging your 
pardon, was you to confine Lady 
Stanmore when ſhe was going a- 
way? Why did not you let her 
depart in peace? You aſk my opi- 
nion. about the preſent meaſures 
which you are purſuing. I do not 


approve of them. They are too 


violent, and not calculated to break 
a ſpirit ſo imperious as the Coun- 
teſs's, but will rather ſerve to ren- 


der her more obſtinate, and to unite 


all her friends in her. cauſe. Theſe 


vou think are not very numerous. 
That 
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That I'Il. grant you; but there are 
many people who like to be buſy, 
and will aſſiſt her, if it is only to 
ſupport the ſpirit of oppoſition. 
1 would have you think of this 
advice, from 7 


- Yours, 
LA ROCHE.” 
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GEORGE BEAUCHAMP, Eg, 
! | To 
HENRY SEYMOUR, Y | 


„„ -Offary . 

MPRE SSE, dear Sir, with a 
ſenſe of your friendly interference 
for the emancipation of Lady Har- 
ley, I would not have failed to have 
waitedon you in perſon, and to have 
Joined in the general acknowledge- 
ments of our family, due to the 
propriety and gallantry of your 
conduct, if I had not, before Iwas 

entirely recovered of a ſevere fit 
of illneſs, been called to this place 
to diſcharge, in moſt melancholy 
. circumſtances, the laſt ſad duties 
of an early and intimate acquaint- | 
; - ance, 
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ance, to my poor friend. How 
vain and deceitful are all the riches 
and pomp of this world! This re- 
flection I have often heard made, 
and I have ſometimes had occa- 
ſion to make it: but never was it 
ſo forcibly impreſſed on my mind 
as when the lifeleſs body of Mr. 
Offory was preſented to my view 
in the midſt of his own caſtle, 
bearing marks of agony and de- 
ſpair, and deſerted, from motions 
of ſuperſtition, by almoſt the whole 
of that numerous train to whom 
his vaſt. afluence had long given 
employment and ſapport. It was 
not without difficulty that 1 was 
able to obtain, for the richeſt com- 
moner in England, the honours 
of a decent funeral: every one of 
the W ores avoiding, as 


much 
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much as poſſible, all connection 
and ſhare in whatever related to 


the interment of a perſon who had 
committed the crime of ſuicide. 
My unfortunate friend, not many 
years before his lamentable end, 
had finiſhed, at no great diſtance 


from his manſion, a chapel in the 
moſt magnificent and ſuperb tile, 
and furniſhed it with whatever was 
neceſſary or ornamental. Beneath 


for the dead bodies of his anceſtors, 
of himſelf, and of his ſucceſſors, in 
all the richneſs of materials, and 
the pride of ſculpture. Many cof- 
fins were removed. to this place 


pariſh-church ; and here the re- 
mains of Mr. Offory, in as quiet 
pd. modeſt a manner as poſſible, 


* * 
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this edifice, catacombs were built 
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from the old burying-vault in the 


were 
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were depoſited. A difference! that 
unfortunately aroſe between Mr. 
Offory and his dioceſan Biſhop pre- 
vented the conſecration of this 
chapel: and this circumſtance, 
joined to the manner of Mr. Oſ- 
ſory's death, quickly diffuſed 
throughout Oſſory Place, and the 
neighbouring hamlets and villages, 
| a ſuperſtitious terror. This houſe - 
is almoſt deſolate. A poor dumb 
man, who acted as under-butler, 
with a Scotch gardener, who is 
proud of diſplaying his ſuperiority 
to vulgar prejudices, are the only. 
domeſtics, beſides my own ſer- 
vant, whom J carried with me 
from London, that I have been 
able to prevail with to ſtay here 
until I ſhould make ſome ' ar- 
rangements that cannot be delayed. 
The 
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The hounds deſerted by their kee- 


per, and ſome poultry in their 


cribs abandoned by the woman 


who uſed to look after them, were 


been involved in thoſe miſeries 


which the fatal marriage between 


Eady Stanmore and that unprin- 
cipled wretch Seabright, have pro- 
diced, Unhallowed connection 
It will not, it cannot come to good 


At the approach of death, on the 


verge of eternity, the minds of 
men, elevated above the clouds of 


paſhon, and view ing the courſe of 
things in the pure light of reaſon, 


are 


condemned to pine in hunger for 
near three days before. A dreadful 
and inceſſant yelling from the ken- 
nel ſummoned my attention to the 
ſituation of the domeſtic animals! | 
Thus, even the brute creation have 
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nue often inſpired with a prophe- 
W tic power, and enabled to penetrate 
nto futurity. The foreboding 
mind of Mr. Oſſory, retaining pa- 
rental anxiety and concern for the 
object that had reduced him to de- 
ſpair and death, preſaged the fu- 
ture miſery of Lady Stanmore, and 
has provided againſt abſolute want, 
by a noble application to the ge- 
neroſity and juſtice of Miſs Lei- 
ceſter, whoſe virtue, in his laſt 
moments he recollected, revered, 
rewarded, and truſted. But I will 
no longer dwell on this melancholy 
theme : though, in the midſt of a 
ſcene that preſents nothing but 
gloomy 1deas, 1t 1s difficult to write 
in any other ſtrain. A few days 
of longer perſeverance in the diſ- 
agreeable taſk that has fallen to 
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my ſhare, will reſtore me to my 
friends, pleaſed at the recollection 
of having done my duty, and in a 
flit mode for inſtructing thoſe around 
me how little dependence is to be 


placed on the poſſeſſion of exor- a 
bitant riches. 

| 

1 am, | | 

n cry, Yours, WY 

{ 

a G. BEAUC HAMP. l 
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IDMUND BEAUC HAMP, _ 
TO: | 


MISS LEICESTER. 


Upper Brook-fireet. | 
VVV will you, my amiable 
Matilda, ſtill perſiſt in delaying 
the happineſs of one who would 
give his life to promote your's in 
the ſmalleſt degree? Surely you 
have paid ſufficient reſpect to the 
memory of Mr. Offory. The world 
could not charge you with any im. 
propriety, when his daughter has 
already forgotten him ſo much as 
to mix again in ſociety ; for, laſt 
night, as I paſſed Lady Stanmore's 
door, her carriage was waiting, and 
her Ladyſhip came out. I ſtopped, 
and handed her to the coach. She 
VOL. iv. . H--- add 
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addreſſed me with an air of the 
greateſt - gaiety, aſked when ſhe 


was to give me Joy, and enquired 
after you, Lady Harley, &c. I 
told her Ladyſhip, that you had 
been deeply affected by a late me- 


lancholy event, and that this had 


occaſioned a delay, which, to me 


wasvery painful. She ſaid, you was 


always romantic, and that I muſt 
abſolutely make you quit ſentimen- 


tals, I wiſhed her an agreeable 
evening; and, the moment I left 


her, ſhe ordered the carriage to 
Lord Lindores. I tell you this 


circumſtance, in order to prevail 


on you to name an early day for 
our marriage. You muſt endeavour 
to perſnade Conſtantia too into 


happineſs; for my friend Seymour 


lane, if he is not married on the 


oo — a o 
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ſame day with me, he will certainly 

deſpair of ever being bleſſed with 
the hand of my ſiſter. I believe ſhe 
intends to take him for life; and; 
if ſo, ſhe ought not to trifle with 

the affections of a truly deſerving 
young man: nay; tell her that I 
ſhall really give her the appella- 
tion, which I know ſhe hates, of 
being a downright coquet. Sey- 
mour has this morning had a letter 
from our uncle Beauchamp, giving 
a deſcription of the ſtate in which 
he found Oſſory-Place, where, ſo 
lately, oſtentation reared its proud- 
eſt ſtandard. He deſcribes it as an 
entire ſcene of deſolation, which 
he will quit as ſoon as he can diſ- 
charge the neceſſary buſineſs on 
which he went down. When he 
H 2 returns 
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returns, I ſhall hope for an adyo. 

_ cate: yet I would not wiſh that any 
one ſhould have the merit of being 
able to perſuade you, but 


_ Your affectionate, 


EDMUND BEAUCHAMP. 


" 


= | 


SIR JOHN SEABRIGHT 
1 0 


COLONEL LAROCHE. 


B Heavens! Ifind it a more dif- 
ficult taſk than J at firſt thought it, 
to ſubdue the ſpirit of an imperious 
woman ! There is a fertility of ima- 
gination in the female ſex when they 
wiſh to teize, that muſt keep us 
always on the watch, if we would 
counteract their ftratagems. The 
Counteſs has contrived a hundred 
ſchemes to vex. me; which, in- 
deed, they in ſome meaſure do, tho 
they ſhall never ſubdue me. She 
ſuppoſes that J am her lover; and, 
Hg”. :: . 
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that by the magic of her charms, 
I am to be converted into her ſlave, 


Either this Lindores is ſtill a fa- 


vourite with her, or elſe it is the 


divine ſpirit of oppoſition that im. 


pels her to rebel, On the day 


when I wrote laſt to you, ſhe was 


determined to keep her chamber, 
under the pretence of indifpoſi- 


tion; nor would ſhe return me any 


anſwer to repeated meſſages which 
I ſent to enquire after her health, 
I, therefore, went up ſtairs my- 


ſelf, but found her dreſſing- room 
door locked, which ſhe refuſed to 


open. I called a footman, to whom 
I gave orders to get me a ſmith di- 
rectly in order to force it open. 


She then condeſcended to unlock 


it, diſtinguiſhing me by the title 


of brute, monſter, and a few more 


ſuch 


— 


— 
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ſuch gentle appellations. I did 
not pay any regard to what ſhe ſaid, 
but aſked her to come down ſtairs 
to dinner: which ſhe refuſed. I 
then ordered the fire to be put out 
though it was curſedly cold, and 
alſo threw up the ſaſh, and walked 
careleſly up and down humming a 
tune. This worked her up to a 
moſt violent paſſion. I told her 
it was in vain to rave, for that I 
would be obeyed; and that, if ſhe 
would not go down to dinner, I 
would order it to be ſerved: up in 
this cold room. - I ſuppoſe ſhe ſaw 
that Iwas determined; and, theres 
fore, coolly walked down to the 
parlour, where, having gained the 
point for which I contended; I 
treated her with great civility and 
politeneſs, She had not much ap- 
e 1 petite, 


1 N 


N 
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petite, but that will come of courſe, 


when once I have reconciled her 


to my mode of government. Af. 
ter dinner, and we had drank cof: 
fee in a true conjugal flyle, having 
fome buſineſs to tranſact abroad, I 
went out. On my return, which 


was not more than two hours from 


my departure, I was informed that 


Lady Stanmore had gone out, and 


that ſhe had ordered her carriage 
to Lord Lindores's. Doubtleſs, 


ſhe thought that if ſhe got there 
before I returned ſhe could put me 
to defiance. I dreſſed as quickly as 


poſſible, and followed her to Ca- 


vendiſh-Square. I gained admiſſi- 


on, and found the Countels ſitting 


in one corner of the room, which 


was filled with company, fete a tete 


with his Lordſhip. He inſtantly 


quitted 


c 
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quitted his feat on my entrance, 


and I ſaw apparent confuſion in the 
face of my Lady, to whom I went 
up, and deſired that I might have' 
the honour of conducting her to- 
her carriage. She ſaid, Sir John, 
am but juſt come in: only wait a 
quarter of an hour that I may have 


ſome pretext for quitting the com- 


pany, and J will attend you.” 


Your Ladyſhip, {aid I, needs not be 


anxious about the propriety of your 
behaviour on this occaſion: the will 
of an huſband is a ſufficient apo- 
logy for any good wife's quitting 
a company, with which he does 
not think proper for her to aſſo- 
clate. I, therefore, inſiſt on your 
tuffering me to hand you to your 
carriage. She was deviliſhly mor- 
tified, but allowed me to conduct 


It 5 her 


: _ 
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her down ſtairs without another 
word. We remained ſilent during 


our ride home. When I came to 
the light I ſaw that ſhe had been 


- bidden her : if ſhe does, I muſt 
fall on ſome ether means to pre- 


ber. 


. Yours, X 


L SEABRIGHT. 
4 
** 
SY: 
2 
* 
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in- tears, but took no notice of 
them. I think ſhe will not again 
go to any place where I have for- 


vent her. Your mull aſſiſt, if un- 
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MISS L E1 Ko ST ER. a 
To. 
MISS B EA HAM P. 


f bet Portman Square. 


1 my deareſt Ho- 
noria, I ſhall endeavour to regain | 
my ſpirits. As happineſs courts 
me under ſo many different ſhapes, 
it would be ungrateful not to em-- 


| brace it. Edmund has told Wee? 


that J laſt' night conſented to be 


his on this very day fortnight. —El- 


mira, too, made Mr. Graham happy 
by a like declaration. Lady Harley 
tays, it is impoſſible for her to give 
her hand fo ſoon to Mr. Seymour, 
but ſhe did promiſe that ſhe would 
one _ truſt herſelf : again in the 
H 6 bonds 


% 
3 x 
» 
t N 7 


—— — 
—— 


——— 
* 2 
— 

— - 


> 


186 FATAL FOLLIES, 
bonds of wedlock. Theſe will not 
be like her former fetters, for they 
will be rendered pleaſing by a con- 
| ſtant and unalterable affection.— 
Your brother wrote me word that 
he had handed Lady Stanmore to 
her carriage, and that ſhe ſeemed. 
to have as light a heart as if no- 
thing had happened i in her family: 
he heard her order the carriage to 
Lord Lindores, whither Lady 
Harley and Elmira alſo were gone 
to pay a viſit. I ſtaid away, not 
thinking it proper to go out ſo 
ſoon after the death of a man who 
had ſo ſincerely evinced his good 
opinion of me as Mr. Oſſory had 
done. I was greatly ſhocked, on 
you ſiſter's return, to hear that Sir 
John had dragged her Ladyſhip 


78 from the company in the moſt 


brutal 


% 


brutal manner. Elmira actually | 


| ſhed tears for her. What a wreteh 
muſt that man be who could act 


thus to the woman, from whom 


he now does, and whilſt he exiſts 

muſt derive his ſubſiſtance? She, 
] well remember, braved. the re- 
ſentment; nay, with a ſigh I ſay 


it, cauſed the death of Lord Stan- 
more, to procure that ruffian ad-, 
miſſion into her houſe. And, in- 


deed, we may trace the juſtice of 


Providence in the requital ſhe re- 


ceives for this unpardonable act 
of folly. When -I reflect on the 
events that have happened, during 
the few years that have paſſed ſince 
my removal, from the peaceful 
manſion of my father at Elm- 
Wood, to the princely palace of Mr, 


Oſſory, I ſhould hardly believe the 


inter val 
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158 FATAL FOELIES. 
interval to have been any thing 
elſe than a dream: did not the me- 
lancholy concluſion of it impreſs me 
with a conviction of its truth. A 
train of diſagreeable ideas preſent 
themſelves at this moment to my 
mind. Iwill, therefore, conclude 
* and ſubſcribe myſelf, 


* 


Four affe beben Fil 


. 


M. LEICESTER 


THE COUNTESS OF STANMORE ' 
ro 


MRS. BEAUCHAMP. 


A 


_ __ Groſvenor sds 5 
1 AVE loſt all opinion of my= 
ſelf, To be made the dupe of "Bo 
ſuch a monſter as Sir John Sea- i 
bright puts me out of all patience, 1 
1 have been uſed worſe than if I 
were his ſlave, treated in the moſt 
indignant manner ; and, before my 
friends too, the wretch had the aſ- 
ſurance to force me from the houſe 
of Lord Lindores, when it was full 
of company. I ſuppoſe he pre- 
ſumes to be jealous of me. I will be 
reven _=_ that I have determin- 
| eck! = 
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ed! Thoſe who formerly obeyed 7 


my nod are now, by Sir John's or- 
ders, become my maſters and jailors. 
Can't you contrive to get a chaiſe 
and four ready in the evening to- 
morrow, when I will join you a- 


bout ſix o'clock ? for I am inform 


ed Sir Johndines with La Roche and 
a party who are juſt like themſelves, 


at a tavern: we will then eſcape, 
and proceed directly to the Caſtle 


of Stanmore; for, as little as ] 


like the place, or the country, I 
think it better than living here 


under the eye of a tyrant : one too 


of my own making. The thought. 
diſtracts me. Sir John dares not 
uſe me ill in Scotland. The antient 
_ tenants of Lord Stanmore will pro- 
tect me, as well as yourſelf, from 
any violence, I begin now, tho 
too 5 to think that the ſtory 


about 


bhp }_ oo — 22 
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about Sir John's carrying off Lady 
Harley was not altogether without 
foundation. I am aſhamed of my- 
ſelf, but as I cannot find a remedy, 
am determined to plague Sir John 
in my turnt pr TORY 

I was never more aſtoniſhed in 
my life than laſt night when I ſaw 
Mr. George Beauchamp on his re- 
turn from Oſſory- Place. He in- 
formed me, that my father has 
actually left all his ready money to 
that creature Leiceſter: it is well 
he could not give her the eſtate.— 
Mr. Oſſory muſt have been mad, or 
he could never have done this. I 
ſaw Lady Harley at Lord Lindores's; 
and when I aſked for Miſs Leiceſter, 
her prim Ladyſhip ſaid, that Ma- 
tilda did not think that her ap- 
pearance would look reſpectful to 

Wh \ "ny 
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— of fo good a friend WM 
Mr. Offory had been to her. I be. a 
lieve he was a better friend than 1 © 
knew of. I, by accident, found f 


out the bond, you know, and why 
ſhould he have given her that 
For friendſhip to be ſure. She might 
well afford a few days mock mourn- 
ing for twelve thouſand pounds, ] 
did not know of this at the time 
Sy Harley, and the pert girl the 
"Nabob's daughter meant to affront 
„. by ſaying, that Leiceſter could 
- not appear, when I, who am Mr. 
Oſſory's daughter, was in a pub- 
lick company; or I ſhould have re- 
torted on them both, in a manner 
with which they would none of 
them have been pleaſed. Remem- 
nak the * en of * letter, and | 


have 
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SIR JOHN SEABRIGHT 
— * 


1 o 
COLONEL LA ROCHE. 


* EK Groſvenor Square. 

O U muſt put off our meeting 
this day. La Roche I have diſco- 
vered a plot! You- muſt meet me 
at the Mount Coffee-houſe at five 
this evening. Put your piſtols in 
your pocket. I do not mean to 
fight with you, as might be natu- 
rally ſuppoſed from this requeſt, 
but I want your aſſiſtance; they 
may be neceſſary, although we 
have only a couple of d art- 


ful women to cope with. Don't 
| Chan 


— 
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fall me at the time, as you value 
the future friendſhip, of | 


Yours, 
J. SEABRIGHT. 


P. S. If you have ever a ſervant 
who can behave well—You under- 
ſtand my meaning : bring him a- 
lon 4 with 22 | 
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MRS. BE AUC HAM 


To 


LADY HARLEY. 


1. MPR E SSED with a 
ſenſe of the indiſcretions of which 
I have been guilty, I dare to throw 
myſelf on your Ladyſhip's cle- 
mency; and, as it is in my power 

to.do an act of juſtice to the cha- 
racter of a perſon deceaſed, your 
Ladyſhip will the more. readily be- 
lieve my ſincerity. I, Madam, am 
in poſſeſſion of papers (I bluſh to 
own by what means I came by 
them), that will entirely clear the 
| aſperſions thrown out, both againſt 

Lord 


— 


FATAL FOLYIES, 7% 
Lord Harley and Mr. Seymour, 
nad place the blame entirely, where 
it ought to reſt, on Sir John Sea- : 
bright. This teſtimony is in Sir 
John's own hand-writing ; and, 
therefore, can-neither be doubted © 
or contradicted. Indeed, if this 
were poſſible, the a& of violence, 
of which I was this evening a wit-' 
neſs, and of which that unprin- 
cipled wretch was guilty, would 
| {et all doubt at defiance. 
The Counteſs of Stanmore, ſince 
her unfortunate marriage, has been 
treated cruelly; but as it was a 
choice of her own, fhe naturally 13 
thought that complaint would only 
ſubject her to cenſure. She, there- 
fore, bore all the ill uſage of her 
nuſband in ſilence, until it was no 
longer poſſible. She bad deter- 
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mined to leave him in poſſeſſion of 
1 her houſe and fortune, and flee to 
Scotland, whither Iwas to accompa- 


ny her, in ſearch of protection from 
farther inſult. I had, according to 


her Ladyſhip's deſire, procured her 


a chaiſe for that purpoſe, and ſhe 
eſcaped out of her own houſe in 


order to join me, when ſhe 


ſeized, juſt as ſhe approached the 


carriage, by two men in great- | 
coats, the collars buttoned up to 
their faces, and forcibly put into 
the chaiſe, whilſt one of theſe 
men dragged me out at the oppo- 


ſite door. Her Ladyſhip ſcreamed 
violently. The inſtant I was out 
of the carriage, the monſters both 
got into it, and the drivers, who 
muſt have been apprized of what 


was to happen, whipped their 
horſes 


— 


5 FATAT FOLLIES. 19 
Teat croud- 
which had aſſembled, and were in. 
ſtantly out of ſight. I heard the 


.> 


horſes through a very g 


voices of both the men. in the 
chaiſe, who were obliged-to call to 
the drivers to go on, and knew 
them to be Sir John and Colonel 


La Roche. Heaven only knows 
what their deſigns may be! I 
thought it right to acquaint your 
Ladyſhip with this circumſtance ; 


and this I did the more readily, as 
on calling .at the hotel for ſome- 
thing, I had forgot, I was told that 
your Ladiſhip had ſent to enquire 


where I had gone when I left that 


place. I live at an old ſervant's of 


mine, whom you muſt remember: 
her name is Wilſon, ſhe has a 
| houſe } in Oxford-ſtreet, where,  » 
VOL . ESE. 8 
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your Ladyſhip will ſend, the pa- 
. rn be een, 5 


„ 


by your 775 „ ph 
Ladyſhip "Þ 


Humble want, 


MART BEAUCHAMP. 


* 


+4; 18 7 OP Ef © 
| =. ws JE 
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TO 


EDMUND BEAUCHAMP, Eq. 


1 HAVE = e the en- 


cloſed letter from that unfortunate 


woman Mrs. Beauchamp. I can- 
not help owning that the firſt part 


of its contents gave me very great 


ſatisfaction, for, though I myſelf 


was fully convinced of the conduct 


of Mr. Seymour, yet Iwas in doubt 


as to that of Lord Harley, to whom, 


though it was impoſſible for me to 
love him, I would yet do juſtice. 


_ 1 could not with propriety have 


given my hand to Mr. Seymour, 
althou gh Thad been obliged to pro- 
] | 1 "EEO miſe 
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miſe it, as this ſtep might have 
-been conſtrued 1 into an avowal that 
| the aſperſions before thrown on my 
character were well grounded. Sir 
John Seabright' s teſtimony of his 
own infamy will clear up all am- 
biguities, and I ſhall not, now, 
bluſh to own that the affections 
of Henry are ſtill gr ateful | to the 
mind of Conſtantia. ? 
What relates to Lady ane: 
both ſurpriſes and alarms me. It 
brings to my recollection what ! 
might have ſuffered in a ſimilar 
ſituation to that in which her Lady- 
ſhip now is, had not my guardian 
angel, in the perſon of Mr. Seymour, 
appeared for my relief. Do, Ed- 
mund, enquire after the wretches! 
your Matilda Joins in the entreaty, 


but the alſo ge you will not at- 
5 c | tempt 


ſome people whom you can truſt, 
in order, if poſſible to reſcue the 
daughter of her late benefactor 


from the hands of villains like Sir 


John and La Roche. I wiſh to 
conſult you what can be done for 


Mrs. B whom I will aſſiſt though 
undeſerving of aid from. A 


CONSTANTIA HARLEY. 
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tempt to follow them, but diſpatch 
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| THE COUNTESS OF STANMORE 
4-46 ro 
den BEAUCHAM P, Eſq. 


$18, 
1 WRITE this on my knees to 


implore your aſſiſtance. I am now 
in a wretched hovel, but where the 
people have more humanity than 


Sir John Seabright. They have 


promiſed to ſend this to you 
the inſtant 1 depart from hence, 
which J am juſt going to do, al- 
though the preſent hour is one in 
the morning. I have never been 


5 ſuffered to take off my cloaths ſince 


I left town. Where I am to be 


2 carried Iam a pers ſtranger. If 


? Tam 


#— 


Lu 


% 
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I am murdered, which I fear is 
their. intention, as Sir John indeed 
ſaid it was, unleſs I would ſign a 
paper of the contents of which 1 | 
am ignorant, you Sir wilt ſee juſ- 
tice done to the wretches. If you 
knew the treatment] have received, 
you would not wonder at my re- 
ſentment againſt a man whom I 
have madly made =y canal I. 
5 hear his ſie — . 
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1 ou Kobe now acted like your- 
ſelf Conſtantia ! I rejoice with you 
that Henry 1s cleared from the im- 
| putation of having ever attempted 
to-diſhonour you. Our uncle has 
juſt received a thort letter from the 
+ unfortunate Counteſs without any 
date, the hurry of her ſpirits, we 
| ſuppoſe, having prevented her: 
but it bears a Yorkſhire poſt mark, 


and he 1 Is s going in order to conſult 
; ſome 
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MISS LEICESTER 
9 


MISS BEAUCHAMP. 


W 


| ' Portman Square. 
. again plunged into the 
greateſt anxiety for the fate of Lady 
| Stabmore, who, as, we have juſt 
learnt from a poor fellow, who was. 
a ſervant of Mr. Oſſory's, is con- 
| fined at Offory-Place. This honeſt | 
creature, whoſe indignation in- 
pelled him to travel to London on 
foot, in order to get relief for her 
Ladyſhip, ſays, that every thing 
exhibits a ſcene of deſolation, and 
that Sir John has locked up the 
e and will not ſuffer any one 


to enter. Good heavens! that the 
heire.s 
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” heireſs of all that eſtate ſhould be 
a priſoner i in che very houſe where ! 
| her will was an undiſputed law. 5 
have been told, that the fortune 
of Mr. Oſſory was accumulated ori- 
nally by acts of injuſtice. Immenſe 
riches, it was hoped, would. Pro- 
cure every other advantage. How 
much is the fallaciouſneſs of for- 
tune exemplified i in this once OP * 
lent, but now wretched family? 
It is a vain idea that riches can : 
produce happineſs | without vir- = 
tue. In my opinion virtue alone 
can, and does, in the end, pro- | # 
duce more exalted felicity than it 
is in the power of fortune alone to 
beſtow. You will ſay that I am 
turned a. downright moraliſt. How, 
is it poſſible to be otherwiſe. 
| when the very hand of Providence. 
$019 if Rees ſtigma» 
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ſtigmatizes and puniſhes vice? I 
N ſpent a very anxious day; 5 but 
the arrival, of your br other, this 
evening, has entirely diſpelted my 
fears. Nor do I bluſh to own to 
you, my dear Honoria, that his 
happineſs and ſafety are now my 
chief care. | | 

I am very glad to hear that your 
* uncle has been able to procure a 
' warrant to apprehend Sir John Sea- 
bright and his infamous crew. I. 
hope the people he has ſent down 
will arrive in time to reſcue the 
unfortunate Counteſs : How ſevere 
muſt her reflections be at this mo- 
ment En. | 1 

Lady Harley is bd very 
Fe by the letter and papers 
which Mrs. Beauchamp has ſent 
to her. Sir John“ 8 letters to La 
"a Koche 
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Roche exhibit him in his true co- 


lours. Ido not think that human 


nature can ſhew another ſuch vil- 


lain. Mr. Seymour is ſo pleaſed 
with the conduct of Mrs. Beau- 
champ on this occaſion, that he 
intends to ſettle fifty pounds a year 
on her for her life. Lady Harley, 
too, will preſent her with a houſe, 


a few miles diſtant from Harley 


Lodge; where, by repeated acts 


of kindneſs, ſhe hopes to reclaim 


her, and be the means of making 


her a proſelyte to virtue. How gene- 
rous this conduct in your ſiſter to- 
ward the woman whom ſhe may 


juſtly conſider as the cauſe of all 


her late ſorrows ? and how deep 


an impreſſion ought it to make on 
the mind of her who 1 receives this 


une 
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qt unexampled goodneſs? Theſe will 
always inſure to A Harley 


% What nothing earthly gives or can defiooy, 
* The ſoul's calm ſun · nine, and the heart · felt joy.“ 


Long, | very long, may ſhe, who 1; 
ſo deſerving remain in poſſeſſion of 
every bleſſing this world can afford! 
And when the quits this earth, 


may ſhe- reap a rich reward of all 
her prong is the fincere wiſh of 


” — 


head Your friend, 


uA IIb A LEICESTER, 


— 


ELMIRA BEAUCHAMP 


MISS BEAUCH Watte, | 


4＋ 


— 


Do,. = my deareſt friend, let us 
fee you to dinner this day, to join 
in the general joy. Lady Harley 
has promiſed to become a bride at 


the ſame time with your friends 


Matilda and Elmira. This intel- 
ligence, I know, would be very 
- grateful to you, but I could not 


| Frovait with her Ladyſhip to com- 


municate it to you; therefore 1 
was determined to take up the 


pen, although a very bad correſ- 
pondent. I am ſorry that the leaſt 
gloom hound overcaſt ſo happy a 
day. : 
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day. Vet, the undecided fate of 
the Counteſs of Stanmore intereſts 
us all; for we forget her follies, 
min contemplating. her very ſevere 
ſufferings. | 

A meſlenger is bol expected 
from Oſſory-Place. J hope that 
he will bring the news of her re- 
leaſe. With what different prof. 
pets did Lady, Stanmore and my- 
ſelf ſet out. The morning of my 
days forboded many ſtorms thro'- 
out its progreſs. A mercileſs 
ocean threw me on the ſhores of 
England, and the hand of Provi- 
dence deprived me of my only 
guide; but, at the ſame time that 
my parent was ſnatched from me, 
L found a friend in my dear Ma- 
tilda, who intereſted herſelf in 


4 my ordern ſituation, and 1 


pro- 


3 N 
© OE... 
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| the ſmile of an indulgent Parent, 

the affeckions of an amiable man, 
who eſteemed Elmira Raymond, 
without knowing ſhe could claim 


any kindred in Britam, worthy of 


his regard, and. for which ffie will 

ever be grateful; and laſtly, what 
s efteerned amorgſt the. firſt bleff. 
_ ings, the friendſhip and relation: 
ſhip of your amiable family. I 
am ſorry to ſay that a reflection 
now and then obtrudes itſelf on 


my mind not very favourable to 
Lady Stanmore : her treatment of 
the amiable Miſs Leiceſter riſes to - 


my remembrance. Her preſent 


ſituation may teach her a; leſſon 
of humility in future to treat 


others, as ſhe om ad in their ſi- 


9 mat tuation 
= 


ES. 
5 
Jv 
be] 


procured for me all the numbers 
leſs bleflings which I now enjoy; 
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tuation would wiſh to be treated. 
Miſs Seymour, alſo, means to join 
the hymeneal band. She is a moſt 
beautiful, and your ſiſter tells me, 
a moſt amiable girl : for, I do not 

like to give my opinion of charac- 
ters at the firſt ſight, which I have 
obſerved is a cuſtom very prevalent 
with the ladies of this country. 
Excuſe my detaining you with my 
nonſenſe, and believe me always, 


28 


138 
3 1 * 


Fe Torre, 


— — 
— 


 _ELMIRA BEAUCHAMPY, 


1 
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co U NT ES g or STAN MORE 


— 


10 
GEORGE BEAUCHAMYP, Eſq 


Offory-Places | . 

HANKS to you, my dear 

Sir, for endea vouri ring to releaſe me, 
as I find by my tormentors that 
you have done. It is in vain to 
expect it: nothing but my death 
will ſatisfy their cruelty. In order 
to gain my liberty, I yeſterday 
ſigned the paper, whilſt Sir John 
ſtood over me with a loaded piſtol. 
Oh ! Sir, could I deſcribe what I 
have gone through in this Houſe, 
wherein I was uſed to receive the 


kindeſt treatment, you would drop 
a tear 
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a tear of tender ſympathy. My 
father's image, armed in all the 
terrific horrors of ſevere reproach, 
_ riſing frequently to my remem- 
brance, ſeems to ſay, „All theſe 
diſtrefſes originate in yourſelf.” 
They do ſo, and therefore I muſt 
ſubmit. Only, Sir, I make one 
requeſt to. you : Puniſh ingrati- 
tude of the blackiſt kind. Sir John 
Seabright is a monſter, which it 
as impoſſihle for me to deſcribe. | 
do not know whether theſe lines, 
written with a pencil and a hand 
benumbed with cold, will ever 
reach you: but I intend to watch 
for ſome paſſenger paſſing my pri- 
fon window, and truſt to their de. 
_ hivery of them. I have not taſted 

food, or ſeen a fire, although the 
ground is covered with fnow, theſe 
22 ; 1 two 


# 
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two days. Before this reaches 
your hand, perhaps, I may be in- 
ſenſible of your kindneſs, but my 
prayers whilſt I breath * be for 
your health. 


E 


H. ST ANMOR E. 
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MRS. MACALPINE 
Tm 


MISS LEICESTER. 


ive; me leave, my dear Miſs 
Leiceſter, to offer my congratu- 
lations on the conſiderable addi- 


tion made by Mr. Offory to your 
fortune, and alſo on your approach- 


ing union with Mr. Beauchamp, 
and, at the ſame time, to ſay, that 


in my opinion, and likewiſe that 


of Mr. Macalpine, you are truly 
deſerving of the good fortune 


* which attends you. The daily 
388; accounts, I hear, of the miſcon- 


duct of the Counteſs of Stanmore 
1 A”, - 
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are really ſhocking. Her conduct 
was always very reprehenſible. 1 
have been frequently ſhocked at it 
whilſt ſhe was in Scotland. Her 
intrigues were too public not to 
have been noticed by you, but we 
were neither of us in a ſituation 
then to ſay any thing; I was de- 
| termined, however, had her La- 
dyſhip come down here again; ne- 
ver to aſſociate with a woman of 
her licentious character. She has 
now got a huſband, I hear, who 
returns her ill treatment of the 
good Lord Stanmore on herſelf: 
No one here pities her, as I dare 
ſay you do not. She wrote me a 
letter, propoſing that I ſhould 
countenance a woman, who, Ifaw 
in the newſpapers, the very day 
J received her Ladyſhip's letter 
had been turned out of her huſ -_ 

band's 6 
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band's houfe for a breach of fide- 
lity, I ſuppoſe ſhe took my houſe 
for one of thoſe Harams Miſs El. 
mira told us of in the Eaſt Indies. 
1 never anſwered her letter, nor 
ever "intend it. I never in the 
courſe of my life had ſo great an 
affront offered to me. Miſs Beau- 
champ is to be married to Mr. Gra- 
ham, his fiſter informs me, and 
of courſe ſhe will then return to 
this country. I ſhall then hope 
to commence an intimacy with her, 
if ſhe will do me that honour, 
Vou will, I dare ſay, come again 
to Scotland, as your friend ſettles 
here. Mr. Macalpine begs that he 
may have the honour of Mr. Beau- 
champ's and your Company at the 
Steward's Lodge ; and though we 
cannot entertain you ſo ſumptu- 


"un as you have been at the 
e 
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| Caſtle of Stanmore, yet the beſt 
entertainment we can procure ſhall 
be at your ſervice. Mr. Macalpine 

joins me in reſpects to the family, 


and 5 


I am, Madam, 


Your humble ſervant, EA 


c. MACALPINE. 


VOL, IV. K 
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157 RETURN . to you 4nd 
Mr. Macalpine for your congratu- 
| lations on the addition to my for- 
tune, and alſo for your good opi- 
nion of me, which, give me leave 
to ſay, I ſhould in no degree de- 
lerve, had I witneſſed, or been privy. 
to any intrigues of the Counteſs of 
Stanmore. Let them paſs in ſilence, 
let my ſituation have been what it 
would. Iam equally aſtoniſhed and 
aſhamed of your ingratitude to her, 
8 whoſe very marked kindneſs to- 
wards 


Wards you, mo to een lence, _ 
not provoke reproach. - You. ſay 
no one in Scotland pities her. I 
am ſorry they are ſo void of hu- 


ſome improprietis of conduct which 
cannot be defended. The ſeverity 


ſhe has been guilty. It would ill 
become me to treat the daughter 


I commend you, Madam, for ex- 


renew an intimacy with one who 


5 to 


RY. 


of my benefactor with ſcorn, how- 
ever, ſhe might deſerve it; nor can 


preſſing your ſentiments ſo freely 
on the preſent ſubject. Though 5 
we were both inmates of the ſame 


family, our friendſhip. was never 
ſo ſtrict that I ſhould ever wiſh „ 


manity. I feel for her diſtreſſes 
though they were occaſioned by Es 


of her preſent ſufferings might ex- 
piate almoſt any crime of which”. 


can ſo ſoon forget her obligations- 
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to her beſt friend. If ever I ſhould 
again viſit Scotland, where I have 
received many marks of civility, 
Mr. Graham's houſe would be my 
home. 


Jam, Madam, 
Lour obedient ſervant, 


MATILDA LEICESTER, 


_— 
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GEORGE BEAUCHAMYP, Eſq, 
. 


MISS ELMIRA BEAUCHAMP. 


Ir is impoſſible for me, my dear 
girl, to ſpend this evening with 
you and your couſin as Ipromiſed; 
for I am really quite tired, having 
been employed all the morning in 
attending Mr. Graham and his law- 
yer. The generoſity of that gentle- 


man's conduct during the tranſac- 


tions of this morning, I have had 
additional cauſe to admire. The ſet- 
tlement he has made you, my child, 


is adequate to a fortune of double 
the value of your's. May you 


both live long to bleſs your father, 
and be a pattern of connubial hap- 
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pineſs to all around you! I hope | 
to ſee all my children happy ; for 
1 conſider my nephew Edmund, 


my neices, and the amiable Miſs 


Leiceſter, all as my children; and 
I am 1; bang intereſted for n 


all. 


This ſubject brings t to my mind 


the daughter of my old and inti· 


mate friend Mr. Oſſory, who has 
unguardedly flung herfelf from an 
eminence into an abyſs of mifery, 


but of which it will be next to an 
mimpoſſibility for her to be extricated. 


T have confulted my lawyer on her 
cafe, which he ſays is defperate. 
Howeve r, I believe, I ffrall be able 
to procure her releaſe out of the 


F Hands of the ruffians, provided 
ſhe. is living; ; for, poor thing, the 


wrote me word, that the doubted 
rether they would not deſtroy 
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ker, I 1 believe I ſhewed you her 


letter yeſterday, but old men are 


forgetful, therefore you muſt ex- 
cuſe your father. You will not 
ſuppoſe I am fatigued when I can 
write ſo long a letter. I love your 
ſociety ſo much, that when I can- 
not have that happineſs, I am 
pleaſed with writing to, and re- 


| ceiving anfwers from vou. Ed- 


mund will be the bearer of this, 
and make my excuſe to Lady Har- 
ley, who has greatly pleaſed me 
by giving, at leaft promifing, her 
hand to Seyme 


Mrs. Beauchamp, who, of all wo- 


_ mankind, is the moft unworthy of 
ſuch a bleſſing. May the be grate- 


* as 
* 


ful for the favour. | ow m 
10 child. | n menen, 


Re GEORGE pravenawe. 
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' THE COUNTESS OF STANMORE 


11 * 
s „ 5 
- - * 
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GEORGE BEAUCHAMP, 10. 


15 Do not Wen in * bod 
to expreſs the grateful ſenſe I have 
of the obligation Iam under to you, 
Sir, who have ſo kindly interfered 
in my cauſe, and through whoſe 
means I have regained my liberty. 
The manner in which this was ef- 
fected, Iwill endeavour as well as 

my ſcattered ſenſes will allow, to -Þ 

2 relate. I am at preſent confined : 

_to my. bed, at an inn, but cannot | 

L xeſiſt writing to thank you. The b 

letter which I wrote to Jou, with 1 

| 


neil I had in my pocket, I got 
conveyed 


— 
l ® ö 
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coneyed through the means of a 
boy, who was ſuffered to come to 
the room where I was confined, in 
order to bring me bread and water, 
the only food I was allowed to take 
for four whole days. I recollected 
that this boy uſed to work in the 


garden of my father. I Knelt to 


him and entreated him not to be- 
tray me, and promiſed him, alſo, 
alarge reward if he would convey 
my letter to you. I alſo told him, 


that Sir John's intention, was, to. 


murder me in the night, and that 
he would be apprehended as an 
accomplice if he refuſed my re- 


queſt. I muſt ſay, he did not need 


theſe threats: my on anxiety 


urged me to make them. The boy 
ſhed tears for my ſufferings, and 


promiſed fidelity to me, which. I 
tound he obſerved. for, two days 
: 5 K 5 after 


8. 


7 = 2 n x 
* 4 rene >. »% 1 —— — 
e * 3 2222 *** . ˙—·» — 2 op — 1 — = hn I ER LF ARG - 
22 2 * 1 x oy is . * - : - 2 b rt — - 4 ” —_ _—— — — * + * 8 4 ** LG IE . = 
— 5 =; e ” r x14 > A n 2 3 C4 "IAC Sr — — — bh 1 > 2 2 2 I * TT” 
D 3 * * * dd r. mg Þ> >, ith rn — 2 ou — _ _— 8 1 2 a - a 3. 4 8 py — % — 
r 2 . ” —_ . OI Wen, <E IT. "2x" . = ES. : — A we 
* — — — — - N no —_— > 5 — 5 = * 3 = . . - ++ * 
e e * WM an met od oe 
— A £4 b 


A 
+ „ 4 » x p ys 2 
A — 444 . i 4 a — i yr - 
> "5 : 33 . Hr ce 2 . a > * - —. * mou e—— . 
8 - 4 n 3 $55, x x 2 0 5 ; p Fg * A 0 
1 * — __ EO I VIE . PF 
— o 2 4 * "Views 4 5 


TT 
e 
Se 
hn ——— = 
o by > oo T 


8 
r 
— — et — 
r x A ov ns 4 
- . a hag» = 42.4 — 


” det < — E. 22 * 2 
— — Can a wy a - 
2 3 — — — x — — = 2 — — as 3 
E — A eo 5 2 
, - Sd AT 1 * i *. oe Wag * 
— 3 * „„ nn 
& . — * was... l . 9 ne * K SF ap = 
2 X 1 


Ye fATAT vetu res, | 
after, Sir John came up to my 
chamber, and łhere afed me in the 
eruelleſt manner poffible, faying, 
chat I had found means to let fome 
one or other know, to what place 
he had carried me, and that now 
that 1 had done ſo, mould not 
eſcape with life to tell any d——Y 
ies againſt him. He had intended, 
he ſaid, after ! ſigned the papers, 
to have let me go to hell if Thoſe; 
but now I never ſhould eſcape from 
Him. He then called up two of 
His myrmiderts, Who held my 
Hands whilft he poured down my 
| throat a tumbler full of liquor that 
almoſt choaked me. After I had 
allowed it, he left me, deſiring 

me to he down and die, if I choſe, 
att tering imprecations that 1 can- 
not repeat. What 1 had drank, 1 
„ cm as no other than poiſon, 
and 


14 
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and I expected every inſtant to be 
ſeized with the pangs of death, 


though, 1 cannat ſay, in the ſtate 


of mind I then was, that I felt 
all the horrors that might be ima- 
gined- from ſuch a ſituation. I ſoon 
after ſank into a ſtate of inſenſtbi- 
lity, from which I was rouſed by 
Sir John's laſhing my arms with a 


large horſe whip, Which he had in 


his hand. E felt myſelf very ill, but 
he abliged me to put on a ot 
coat and his hat, and ſaid, now, 
you ſhall ſee What I will give you 
as a reward for informing your 
friends where you was. He held 


in his hand another paper the pur- 


pont of Which Was to ſay, that T 
had never been ill- treated by him, 


and that I was totally free from: 


— 
* 


7 confinement. This refuſed to ſign. 
He drew a dagger from under his 
K 6 1 coat, 
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hat} and {wore he would plunge 
it in my breaſt that inſtant, if 1 
would not take the pen and do as 
he ordered me. I {tall perſiſted in 
my refuſal; but the coward; durſt 
not ſtrike the blow, which he 
knew would affect his own life, 
though his arm was uplifted for 
that purpoſe. He then bid me 
follow him in ſilence. Colonel La 
Roche walked on one ſide of me, 
and indeed, if he had not ſupported 
me, it would have been impoſſible 
for me to have followed him. We 
walked, as faſt as poſſible, through 
the garden and ſhrubbery. It was 
totally dark. I paſſed the place 
where the remains of my deceaſed 
parent lay, of whoſe ſpirit I em- 
plored forgiveneſs and aſſiſtance. 


ts Sir John unlock'd a gate which 


_ to the road, where ſtood two 
9 | - 7 men, 


FAT AL F oLEI ES. 20. 


men with horfes and fire arms, 
which I ſaw from a glimmering 
of a dark lanthorxn which he car- 
ried in his hand. I thought I heard 
a noiſe at ſome diſtance. La Roche 
ſaid, retreat to the garden: we are 
ſurpriſed. This declaration gave 
me freſh ſpirits, and I ſcreamed for 
aſſiſtance, when I received a blow 
on my head, which cauſed me to 
ſwoon. - On my recovery, I found 


myſelf in the hands of countrymen, n 


who did all in their power to con- 
vince me that they were friends. 
My joy was ſo great that I could 
not ſpeak to expreſs my thanks. 
Thoſe good people conveyed me to 
a houſe, until a chaiſe could be 
procured, and 
veyed me to the inn where I now- 
am. I enquired whether my or- 
mentors had eſcaped, and was in- 
: formed, 


in the ie by i : + 


F 2 3 * 5 
« Vn A < . a 2 Ws * EIS . 5 . a 
. ̃ ͤ Its rd hee R ——————— | N42 = Py 
re . . ²˙ ES nn ED OTIS - 1; s . 2 * —_ 
4 — — th — - = Pt — 2 Tat; 27 . 
8 en —— > 2. ets 1 " 2 — ed 5 = — 5 LES. ri 8 2 4 
— 7 "v7. 28 — * — : my - 8 7-2 Soo 2 A OSS - 
— r e * c 3 — tb.» » Z 


© Fete SB RL 


3 
Arne 


; TILE Vas 5 - Ge 7 r — — — 5 — 
- _ - 4 1 5 K. wad = Ss LY — wo oh * — — — =o ood <> »* 1 — — — * — — wm — ——— — * * rene may * 7 2 
3 wn * . * 2 Tz "CLE IT r 3 5 3 — —.— ” — . 8 — Zo > - b — — — — : 2 — 9 - —.— * ** * ws 
C „ La rag ; * r 0 r 22 * * = 7 — — s a — - — Wo — — * 2 — * . * . 1 
de . © — F - = 1 . or * 1 * 242-0 4 oe LR. . — — — uy. "4 — — — 0 2 — "1 4 - — * 
* 2 0 x — . — - y a bn ROS be es P 17 . => — Ji r EE CORES r 
5 r FERC AIP 2 80 — - : — 2 8 rd . 5 : ; . * xi 
PP , | n 
. 2 . l ; 
EL 4. Aw by gs ro — 5 5 


l 


e 

L : 3 2 3 

= N e 
£ 7 4 — 

9 r 

Dr 


N : 
MO Tow 
ITY #. . * — 


a - 
el ol "6 D 
— —— — —— 
2 I 33 — 4 
3 
LY 


hes rai «4 ts > a» + Lit 
1 9 Ow a — 
N 4 — . — 
8 "© — 
* FF... 2 A 
— 44 2 ME R 


2 e 


were conveyed 


vou my 
T-chall ever do with 


ATA FOLL * 


+ 
« - ” Sh . 1 3 4 4 o x = 8 — * z * 
17 » 7 0 'F 17 8 14 + we . 21 
5 : Y * F 2 2 
* * * a . * F 2 [5 * 
_ ; wo , 4 5 * 
0 5 


1 q + 5 : ; & 8 — * 7 » * 5 * - £3 2 s 
GEORGE BEAUC HAM, 
L g 1 oo T 9 | w_ 62s $ * 5 * : . OE. fp 

# $ 4 £ F 4 « : 


5-04, 2 * , 8 3 
LEST < . EL © 3 i 
F 19 * » * 1 * 44 Fx 7. 2M 4 
. 


A1SS LEIC E'ST* - i 
. 4 8 1 2 2 Y 4 * 5 


* 1 5 * », 
| by : : * | 4 4 "+> # 


late at might, from informing yu 
that I have juft received a letter 
from the unfortunate Coun tels of 
She informs me that 
thei 18 leaſed from her priſon, and 
that the aſſaſſins, who confined 
her, are on the way to town to re- 
ceive the reward of their crimes. 
She is very ill at an inn: I won- 
der ſhe is alive to relate her ſuffer- 


ings, which, when you read an 


account of them, will aſtoniſh you. 
I think, my dear girl, it would 
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look grateful, if you were to take 
my chaiſe, and, accompanied hy 
my nephew, viſit, And bring to 
town Lady Stanmore. I well know 

the. ſenſibility, and alſo the gene- 
roſity of your diſpoſition, and that 
you have a ſpirit to forgive, as well 

as to reſent injuries. If you and 
Lady Harley approves of my pro- 
poſal, give me only one line ſaying, 
at what time Edmund and the car- 
riage ſhall attend, you and your 
wiſhes ſhall with raden be 0 
ed Whit 


Your 8 fi ncerely, 


"GEORGE BEAUCHA M. 
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1 N DE E D, my dear Sir, you 
have anticipated my wiſhes with 
regard to my immediate attendance 
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on Lady Stanmore, and I return 


you my thanks for having done ſo - 


I have, I aſſure you, baniſhed all 
ideas of the haughty and imperi- 
ous Counteſs of Stanmore, in con- 


templating the ſufferings of the 


daughter of Mr. Oſſory. I ſhall 


perform every office in my power 
that can ſerve in the leaſt degree 
towards reſtoring peace to her 


mind. 
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« 


mind. Your letter informing me 


that ſhe had eſcaped from her tor- 
menter, has taken a conſiderable 
| weight from my ſpirits, and I now 
wait, with impatience, for the ar- 
rival of your carriage, which 1 
beg may come as ſoon as conve- i - 
nient, to a 
: 5 2 : 1 | 12 Os WET DCP 1 
MATILDA LEICESTER. | 
7 1 l 5 c 4 «4 1 11 1 by | 
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MISS BEAUCHAMP. 

Foge®, Peres 8 8. 
| vi juft taken leave of Ma- 
tilda, who is gone to comfort the 


undeſerving Counteſs of Stanmore. 
1 was very ſorry to part with my 


amiable friend, though but for one 


day, as I thall have only a few 


more to enjoy her ſociety. The 


important day ts Fry heb and, 
as ſoon as that i s paſt, we muſt 
depart for Scotland, as Mr. Gra- 
ham's affairs require his imme- 
diate attendance at home. A little 
while ago I ſhould not have found 


any reluctance at remaining in 
North 
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North Britain for the remainder of 

my days, but now the ties of re- 
lationſhip bind me to the ſpot on 

which I now am; and it would 

have been a great addition to my 
happineſs, had Mr. Graham's eſtate 

been nearer my father and other 
friends. Oh! I forgot to tell you 

that Zappora has conceived an af. 
ffection for Mr. Graham's ſervant, 

and his maſter finds, on enquiry, 

that he is not altogether averſe to 

her. I have offered, at the deſire 

pf fon Faber, to give the bride two 

_ -hundred pounds, and Mr. Graham 
wioill give the bridegroom, who has 
* been bred up in his family, the 
leaſe of a ſmall farm. This he, the 

other evening told James, who de- 
fired until morning to conſider of it. 
What think you was the anſwer 

7 reh this Produced? 2 Sir, fad 
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he, If the lady of the glen, ſo he 
diſtinguiſned your Elmira, will 
make the pounds, guineas, Pl have 
her. Affection had no ſhare in his 
determination : : however, as the 
man is ſober, and induſtrious, Zap- 
pora, as ſhe likes James, may live 
very comfortably, and I have pro- 
miſed to make the pounds, guineas. I 
ſhall like to take Zappora with me, 
as I feel a kind of natural affection 
towards her, which, indeed, her ſin- 
cere attachment to me and my fami- 
ly deſerves.” I am very glad to hear 
that your father is ſomewhat better. 
To be ſure it muſt have been a 
ſevere ſhock, at his time of life, to 
find himſelf not only deceived in 
the woman in whom he placed im- 
plicit confidence, but to have ſub- 
jected himſelf to the reproach of 

his own children, and to the ridi- 
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' cule af the reſt of the world. Lady 
Harley's conduct towards Mrs, 
Beauchamp is moſt praiſe-warthy ; 
and,. by accounts that I hear, I 
with it were oftener imitated. I | 
was the other day giving due praiſe 
to her Ladyſhip's benevolence. She 
laid, ſhe hoped that ſhe had acted 
right, for that ſhe had lately read 
a moſt reſpectable author's opi- 
nion en the ſubject of unfortunate 
females, which directly coincided 
with her's, She then put into my 
| hands a moſt excellent diſcourſe on 
education, by the learned, ; ingeni- 
dus, and good Dr, Parr. Iwill tran- 
ſeribe one paſſage.  ** We ſhould re- 
collect that they who are now taint- 
ed by the laſt dregs of pollution 


£8 were once ſpotleſs : that goaded by 


4 3 wäre from 5 vileſt 
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herd, they have 
gradually become callous to all 
ſhame :. that, being abandoned by 
others, they at laſt deſpaired of 
themſelves ; and that unaccuſtom- | 
ed to meet with favour, which 


and the loweſt 


might ſoften, or with counſel 


which might reclaim them, they 


loſt the power of valuing. with 
the expectation of receiving, either 


favour or counſel.“' I am fortified 


in my inclination to deal kindly 
towards Mrs. Beauchamp, by the 


ſentiments of ſo wife, liberal, and 


benevolent a man. 
We are all of us ei in mak- 
ing preparations for next Thurſ- 


day; poor Zappora is almoſt 
wild with joy to ſee me. happily 
ſettled amongſt ſo reſpectable a ſo- 
ciety, and on the point of marriage 
to a man of Mr. Gr aham's amiable 


manners, 
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manners. The Proſpect, perhaps, 
of her own union with James, has 
ſome ſhare in her preſent gaiety. 
But whatever truth may be in this 
conjecture, the fact is certain that 
ſhe" is elevated greatly above us 
X all, if we may judge from ap- 


3 pearances, for ſhe dances and ſings 
ne morn to 0 night. r 
= "IAN $56.33 4 eater tr | 
Adieu! your's 
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6 N e 
1 a very cold, but not 
unpleaſant journey, I laſt night ar- 
rived at this inn, where I enquired 
for Lady Stanmore. I was ſhewn 
up ſtairs to a room in which her 
Ladyſhip was lying in bed. The mo- 
ment I approached, ſhe gave a deep 
ſigh, and burſt into tears. 
deed Matilda this is kind.” —She 


could not utter more for her tears. 


Iaffured her how happy I was to 


ſee her releaſed from her late con- 


finement, that I was come, with 
W brother, to attend her to 
vor.., L. Itown, 
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228 FATAL FOLLIES, 
town, that he would endeavour to 
Protect her from farther inſult, 
T hoped ſhe would yet regain her 
health and peace of mind. That, 
my dear Miſs Leiceſter, ſaid ſhe, 
is impoſſible. Peace is for ever 
fled from my breaſt. I ſaid all in 
ay power toooth n 2 rd 
her — the ſaid, Was now 

ever prefent to her imagination, 


7 and the dig not deubt of receiving 
_  eontinual perſecution from the 


wretch in whoſe power ſhe had 
placed both her future fate and 
fortune. Her Ladyſhip then re- 


1 5 ated ber ſufferings which, I be- 


dieve, are unparalleled, and have 
ſufficiently bowed down;ber haugh- 
ty ſpirit. Sheiſpoke of Mr. Offory's 


decthinthemokatoging wanver 
In 


q 
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In ſhort, the js, at preſent, a prey 
to ſevere refledtion, at which I de 
not wonder. It will ſhock you to 
behold her. She bears many marks 
of violence about her perſon. She 
has hardly left her bed ſince ſne 
was reſcued, until yeſterday, which 
he did, being impatient to get out 
of the country, from an appre- 
henſion that her perſecutor would 
mt! her life: for though he 
is himſelf, at preſent, -in confine- 
— yet he may induce ſome of 
the creatures who attend on him, 
to perpetrate the murder; by the 
hopes of great rewards, which the 
poſſeſſion of her eſtutes enables Him 
to beſtow. She was yeſterday told 
chat all the tenants have received 
orders not to pay their rents to her 
Ladyſhip's ſteward, and ſhe in- 
and to la ohe ſame injunction 
Tt 2 RR - 
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220 FATAL FOLLIES .JI 
with regard to Sir. John, immedi- 
ately after ſhe has conſulted your 
uncle on the ſubject. This man 
wilbcertainly remain in poſſeſſion 
of her Ladyſhip's fortune, during 
her life, in ne of every effort to 
the contrary. So your brother 
thinks, and her Ladyſhip acknow- 
ledges that- the ſigned over ſome 
Papers to him, during her con- 
finement, eee him in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a very large ſum of money. 
To be ſure this fortune was in very 
bad hands when her Ladyſhip had 
the diſpoſal of it; but in Sir John's 
it is in infinitely worſe; and, in- 
ſtead of contributing to the felicity 
F 1 Lady Stanmore, as originally 
ended, it will k be converted into 


inten 
2 conſtant ſource of nm 


F 7 


We ſhall. ſet math on dur: . 
#319 | 8 21 to-morrow - 


8 
33 
1 
Ma 
3 
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to- morrow: but as we ſhall make 
ſhort ſtays, it is impoſſible for me 
to ſay on what day we ſhall arrive.” 
Her Ladyſhip intends taking a ready 
furniſhed houſe, until the law ſhall 
have determined to what ſhare of 
her own fortune ſhe is to be enti- 
tled. The loſs of her fortune ſhe 
has deſerved : but not to be treat- 
ed cruellp by the man on whom 
her-follies has led her to beſtow it. 
What does my friend think of 
the near approach of the day on 
which ſhe is again to reſign her 
liberty ? Happier .days than ſome 
ſhe has paſſed, I hope, await 'us 
all. The gentle Elmira, too, will 
experience in the affections of Mr. 
Graham all the felitity that th 
ſtate into which ſhe is ſo: ſoon? to 
enter, is capable: of affording. . F or 
myſelf I have not a with that is not 
„ g 
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_ eratified, 


for the continuance of the affec. 


tions of Edmund and the health of 
all the little circle of friends for 

whom I feel TRE, enen ſents of 
Date 


1 remain, 


- Yours fincerely, "wy 
1LDA EEICEST ER. 
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crx, 9 r r Conſtan- 5 
tin; theneckl ace arid ear-ri which 
W this note, as a token 

my aftecton Ea of - 
our 


3 the ad: of foreign orna. 
ment. The qualities of your mind 
will far . _y nen I can 


vou ought to wait on Lakes 
more on her return ta town: I 


3 doing % now ws. any afloat; * 
cefter's going to her, but, char har 
Oſſory's wilh re 


that his wife ſhould affoc ate with 


a woman who bears fo had a cha-- 
rater as the Counteſs of Stanmore. 
Therefore, wherr he is placed in a 
houſe in town, Miſs-Leiceſter will 
return to you: and Edmund's being 
. her 
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not that your beau- 


ommends Matilda“s 
attention to her diſtreſſes. I dare 
lay, my nephew will not chuſe 
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224 FATAL YOELIES. 
her eſcort on the preſent” occaſion, 


Will ſilence the tongue of ſlander. 


them tranaferrod to 


1 would adviſe you to keep your 
wedding at Harley-lodge, as your 
leaving town will be a ſufficient 
excuſe for Matilda's not ſeeing Lady 
Stanmore. I would not inſult the 
fallen: their own feelings will 
ſtrew thai pillow with thorns; and 
the world will not fail to add an 
additional ſting to remorſe. 
I hope you will like the taſte of 
ald man hem you-ſee Elmira's 
diamonds. I have had them ſet 
according to the preſent faſhion, 
as yours are alſo, and I hope 1 
ſhall not live long enough to ſee 
nother owner. 


«XIE 50 REC 40 92 51 22 397 8 
111 Your affe@tionate uncle, 1 
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SIR 10H SDUASR HONEY, 


44 14 4 " © 
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COLONEL LA ROCHE. 
| Newgate. 


letter from, La Roche! But as my 
correſpandent cannot boaſt of a 
better lodging, why wWe may as well 


laugh at our ſituations as cry at 
them. I fend you an hundred. 


pounds encloſed. Give: twenty 
more, for the preſent, to your two 
fellows. Tell them, that they ſhall 


not want money whilſt in confine- 


ment, or buſineſs when out of it. 


do not intend to let that wretched 


woman paſs without again remind- 


ing her, that if ſhe dares to ap- 
pear againſt me, which, I am in- 


formed by her ſolicitor ſhe intends 
to do, the inſtant ſhe arrives in. 


ten that I have ſtill the means 
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226 PATAP Port IE. 
of letting her know I am in ex. 
iſtence. It is very well for her, 
that both myſelf and friends are 
in à ſituation that does not admit of 
our waiting on her: fototherwiſe ſhe 
would find her journey a little leſs 
pleaſant than if will now be, Tell 
Williams to be perfect in the mat- 
ter Ne'is'ts fwear to: for if he 
blunders I' blew out his brains. 
I EH. T need not cantion — 
wWhilſt J am in poſſfeſſion is 
: ſufficietit to prove myſelf your 
friend; That creature; Beau- 
champ's wife; has betrayed us, and 
given up all the letters I wrote to 
you about Harley's affair,” This is 
not of any conſequence, as the 
world would not have given us cre- 
d for good characters, after our 


recent adventure, at any rate. 
1. Why, then, as they will not love, 


let us make. them fear. Yours, 
J. 3 1 A RI G H . 
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Fe. AM but juft arrived in town; . 
having been attending my charm- 
ing Matilda, f in order to bring Lady. 
Stanmore to town... How unlike 
her former ſelf ſhe. now appears? 
degraded, humiliated, an abjeft of 7 
pity to others, and a faurce of mi- 
ſery to herſelf! I cannot ſay I 
feel for her when J recollect the 
very valuable friend we have loſt 
through her follies; to give them 
no harſher name. Stanmore was a 
man of truth and honour, much 
too good for fuch a fate, Which he 
might have eſcaped had not the 
SC. riches 


228 FATAL;POLI-IES8. 
| riches of the Oſſory family been 
offered as an allurement to his fancy. 
1 remember, when I wrote to con- 


ot: gratulate his Lordſhip on his com- 


ing of age, his anſwer was, ** Your 
queſtion, how my heart beats as 
' to» matrimony ? is certainly inte- 
teſting ; for, from that event, in- 
ſtead of this, I hope I ſhall date 
the beginning of my happineſs.“ 
Poor fellow ! he ſoon experienced 
the bad effects of a miſplaced af- 
FeQtion :- for, with all her bad qua- 
lities, which were pretty numerous, 
he certainly adored the Countels, 
and his life was the forfeit ef his 
miſplaced affections. I am glad to 
ſee that ſhe has ſome feeling left: 
though I am ata loſs to know whe- 
ther what 1 witneſſed was the effect 
of wounded pride, or of deep re- 


Feet. When we returned from 
York- 


= 


* 


Yorkſhire, we ſtopped at the very 


inn in order to change horſes, 


where, on her Ladyſhip' s marri- 
age, we were met by Mr. Of- 
ſory's tenants. and dependants, in 

all the pride of wealth. This cir- 
circumſtance I had forgotten; but 
when the carriage ſtopped, her La- 
dyſhip ſighing deeply, ſaid, Ah! 
Mr. Beauchamp, how different is 
my ſituation from what it was the 
laſt time we approached this houſe? 
What would I give to be juſtin 


the ſame circumſtances now? You, 
Matilda, addreſſing Miſs. Leiceſ- 


ter, are happier. I do not deſerve 
to be ſo. Could IL again recall Lord 
Stanmore to this world I would not 
envy any. one : as I cannot, 1 muſt 


ſpend the remainder of my life ! in. 
endeavouring to make atonement 
for having precipitated him into 

. an 
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230 FATAL Fortes. 


an early grave.” The people who 
_ ffood around us, for we had a 


great number of gazers, when they 
knew that Lady Stanmore was in 
the carriage, all feented to fay, by 
their countenances, you are un- 
deferving of our pity. She hid 
her face errtirely. Yor world have 
been pleafed to have ſeen the deli · 
cacy of attention which Miſs Lei- 
ceſter paid to her Ladyfhip ckrrring 
the Journey. Tf ſhe recoſlected her. 
behaviour, whilft this charming 
girl was at Stanmore Caftle, how 
mut ſhe be penetrated with her 
kindneſs ? This woman ought to 
irighten us batchelors from enter- 
ing into the marriage - ſtate: but 
Vvhen we reffect on the difference be- 
tween the objects of our choice, and 
the Counteſs of Stanmore, all diſ- 


taſte vaniſhes, and we contemplate, 
Fi and 


89 yo 
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and admire virtue in its pureſt form. 
have written you a long letter, 

when I only meant to ſay, that 1 
was returned, and to requeſt that 
you would meet me in Portman- 
Square, where you are never an 
un welcome gueſt. Two days more, 
and you will receive a reward for all 

| your conftancy, in the hand and 
heart of Conſtantia, who has juſt 
come irito the room, and looked 1 
over my ſhoulder when ſhe read 
the laſt ſentence. She deſires me -J 

not to promife for her; and that, 
if you will accept iry invitation, 
the will anſwer for herſelf: — 2 

fore nem re and —_—— 
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er MISS GRAHAM. 
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| f vrre Brook-Stree. 


” MP k T — y 5 of a very amia- 
ble and happy party Laddreſs you, 


that you may no longer loſe your 
ſhare of their felicity. Yeſterday 


ng were united my couſin 
Elmixa to your, brother ; 1 . Aan 


| 69:7 wt to my brother Edmund ; 


and Miſs, Laura Seymour to Mr. 


Manners, a moſt . accompliſhed 
| gentleman, in the ſervice of the 


navy. Miſs Manners and myſelf 


were bride's maids, and Mr. G. Beau- 
champ acted as father to the Whole 


par ty. 
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party. No man, I am- ſure, could : 
ſuſtain| the character with greater 
propriety. Now I have given you 
an account of theſe events, I will 
give you alſo ſome idea of the order 
in which every thing was conducted. 
We aſſembled at Lady Harley's, 
about nine to breakfaſt. The 
brides were all dreſſed with the 
moſt unaffected ſimplicity. This 
was done at Lady Harley's deſire, 
as, ſhe ſaid, that on a ſimilar occa- 
ſion ſhe had been arrayed in all 
the ſplendor of dreſs, and at The 
ſame time bore an aching hear 
under it. Therefore ſnhne widhed 
only, on the preſent! day, to wear 
a ſimple outſide, whilſt her heart 
was rich in the affections of the 
man ſhe loved. The gentlemen 
_ wore plain cloaths in compliment 

to —_ ladies, with only two ex- 
122 ceptions; 


—— ny meeting, 
Adee but do as be did in his 


I oahisbeft cloaths, 


Wear — cored 
Daene guns lace,” ange 
| armiable a character, it 
„ — wrong fo have 
leis any thing more, or ws — | 
— About ten San we — 
 _ceeded to 8 — 5 
F 2104332 | We 
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pardon 5 the Was „ at the: 


ſame time to James, your brother's: 
ſervant. E really ſhould have for- 


alighted from our ige, n 
were got into the om, 


Zappora an 


Graham with . of ny 12 = 


of 4b tho organs, But a 
| vntn der young. key eee of 
tm 1 for - 
them Kappy: ad my uivels rec 
mended 16 him to take cure of the | 
fithfot Zappera, affuring Nw 


1 8 never want & friend 


EL... "delighted 
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— — We ſpent the re- 
mainder of the day in a moſt agree- 
able manner. The bridegrooms 
themſelves, I really believe, were 
not happier than my father and 
uncle. This afternoon we ſhall 
depart for Harley-lodge, as it would 
be ather awkward, in the preſent 


" ſituation of the Counteſ: $ of Stan 


more, for us to remain in town and 
not viſit or receive viſits from her: 
which ſhe has by her fatal follies 
rendered impoſſible. Neither would 
my ſiſters wiſh to inſult her: there · 
fore, to leave town, is thought 
the moſt proper meaſure to avoid 
both. Vour brother will be de- 
tained here only a few days, and 
then he will return to preſent a 
| Way whoſe beauties. of, perſon can 
* be excelled by 0 of her 
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mind. I have received a very p 


lite invitation from Mr. Graham 
land, but I muſt defer that Pens 7 


to accompany my couſin: to Sco 


ſure until next ſummer, when; 


we have all promiſed to viſit you. 


I ſhall not fail to come down then, 
for Mr. Graham has promiſed to 
get me a huſband ready againſt m 
arrival. In the mean time, the 


very precarious health of my fa- 


ther demands my Nn My 
ſiſter Beauchamp and Edmund de- 
ſire their beſt compliments to you. 


Matilda deſires, that if you ſhould 


ſee that creature Mrs. Macalpine, 
you will not fail to vex her with an 
account of our happineſs, and alſo 


give her moſt reſpectful compli- 
ments to the good Mr. Sylveſter 
and his odd partner. My uncle 


goes to Har ley-lodge with us, but 
muſt 


ps — = Fn ot rr ens ng IL Ie 
me tug 1 
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anvi}:yeturn to town. four 
a that wretch Seabr 


Preſent to ſee zuſtioe ne to the 
Connteſs of Stanmore, who is de- 
ſerted by the whole world, and has 
drawn an berſelf univerſal con- 


were, 
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Your departnnes wha a 


approaches J will, as puomiſed, 
come to ſpend the Fanamer wath 
you and Mr. Graham in Scotland. 
Tell Mr. Graham tbat I will be 

with bim in a few weeks, J-ance 
imagined, my dear chald, that the 
ſhort time I was obliged to ſpend, 
after the melancholy death af any 
triend, at Oſſory- Pace, Was 44 
be abe moſt unpleaſant I thould | 
my 5 ie no 7 pretty fr advanved. 
; - But 
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But I was miftaken. In the grave, 
whatever feelings we may aſcribe 
by the power of imagination to in- 
animated duſt, the weary are doubt- 
leſs at reſt; and the ſlighteſt effort 
of reaſon was ſufficient to diſpel, 
at leaſt for a time, the grief I feel 
at the fate of Mr. Oſſory. He is 
now beyond the reach of human 
feelings and fears, his emancipated 
ſpirit having returned to that 
ſource of underſtanding which be- 
owe t my heart bleeds 
for Aus ubfortunate daughter: un- 
fortunate becauſe frail and fooliſh. 
The juſtice of law triumphing 
ver the artifices of lawyers, and 
. the inffuence of gold, has con- 
demned Colonel La Roche to a 
confinement of three years; and 
Sir John Seabright to impriſon- 


ekt for life. This abandoned 
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and moſt miſerable man, like the 
Devil in Paradiſe Loſt, finds no 
other conſolation than that of re- 
venge, which he meditates againſt 
the Counteſs of Stanmore day and 
night. His wretched wife dread- 
ing the intrigues of a rich and art- 
ful villain, though in priſon, finds 
not any ſolid peace of mind, and 
is tormented at once with remorſe 
on account of her former conduct, 
and with the melancholy forebod- 
ings of future ſuffering in a variety 
of forms. In vain ſhe changes her 
lodgings in town, or ſeeks ſhelter 
in the retreats of the country. By : 
ſhunning particular places ſhe an- 


not flee from herſelf, and ſolitude” 1 


is ſtill more dreadful to her ima- 
gination than ſociety—Alas ! there 
is no ſociety, almoſt, that is wor- 


thy of her rank in ak or N 7 
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to direct her to the true ſourees 


1 of conſolation, that will Teadily 
receive. her. The annuity to which : 


ſhe is intitled, has been mortgaged 
bon many years to come, in order 


ta raiſe great ſums for defraying 5 


the expence of a vain plea for the 


polleſſion of het father's eſtate; 


and the apprehenſion of want 


would be added to the preſſure of 
other calamities, if ſhe had not 


undoubted reaſon to confide in the 
probity of Mr. and Mrs. Beau- 


champ. 
I feel, at pr eſent, m * 1 EVTY . 


more than ordinary emotion: and 
a tender joy, not unmixed with 


anxiety, ſprings up in my ſoul 
when” I reflect on the intereſting 
events that have lately happened. 
The death of Mr. Oſſory; the ſuf- 
ferings of the Countels of Stan-. 

| | more; 


. 


PATAL "FOLLIES. 243 
more; the impriſonment of thoſe 
ruffians: theſe mak a trong 1 im- 
preſſion of the vanity of human 
expectation. and in ſame meaſure 
check the pleaſing hopes of ſeeing 
; vou before I quit this ſtage, bleſſ- 
ing and bleſſed by a happy, virtu- 
ous, and increaſing family. Vet 
Why ſhould I fear any evil, when 
I reflect on the probity, honour, 
and good ſenſe of your huſband ; 
and on that affectionate and pli- 
ant mildneſs of diſpoſition which: 
you inherit from her whoſe image 
hall never depart from my ſoul,  _ 
either in life, or when I cloſe my 
eyes in death? Remember, my 
dear, and let the oppoſite exam- _ 
ples of Miſs Oſſory and Miſs Lei- 
ceſter impreſs it on your mind, 
that happineſs does not ſpring 
from riches, but that felicity, 
: | e wealth, = 


$ 
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Wealth, and honour ſpring from 


virtue. Fortune may be loſt, and 
beauty may be tarniſhed by dif- 


eaſe, or for years out- lived: but 


virtue is E beyond the power either 
of chance or change, and remains 
the ſame till life itſelf is at an 


end. 
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